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      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Hello everybody.

      I guess we'll get going.

      Very happy to be here.

      Before I start, I'd like to know who is in the room.

      Do we have parents here?

      Great.

      That's wonderful, you are my favorite people.

      The parents.

      What about any home services providers?

      Any family educators?

      What is it you do?

      Okay.

      I'm glad to see you here.

      This is wonderful.

      Before I start, I would like to just show you what is available

      on line that I'll be going through, and then I'll go through my

      main presentation.

      I've been an educator for 35 years.

      And right about in the middle of my career, I went through a two

      year training on bilingual training.

      And I was a born again teacher at that point.

      I think one of the main things that I took away from that

      two-year training was I was shown the large boat.
      The whole big picture.

      And then deciphered down into the details and the parts.

      And that is so wonderful for teachers in the classroom as well

      as for parents in the home to think about the whole down to the

      parts.

      And I'll share that with you later.

      For example, how often do you go to the presentation and you see

      the first slide, and you think, how many more slides are coming?

      I hate that feeling.

      I hate not knowing how many more slides, how long is this going

      to take.

      It's just so tense.

      I just like to have the big picture right off the bat.

      So here you go.

      Behind me is the big picture.

      Okay.

      We have 24 slides.

      I'm saying that up front so you can figure out, how long is this

      going to take, and this is the speaker, 24 slides worth.

      This is our big picture, this is very key to start with the big

      picture for parents at home working with a deaf child.
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      And then I have two handouts that I'm going to try to just be

      green.

      I'm going green, so they're all online, but I will I'll give you

      an idea what they look like.

      And I'd like to share some history of Our Town with you.

      Our Town is a parent activity that again I just love parents.

      They are the key to children's success absolutely.

      I owe my success to my mom.

      So with that in mind, I just love parents.

      If you read here, this is where it says, the parents and infants

      go through this activity.

      I'm going to go into it a little bit, but let me get back to our

      slide show.

      But I wanted to show you Our Town for a moment.
      Every year at my school, which is the Illinois School for the

      Deaf, we host a one week parent-infant training.

      We have about 25 to 30 families and parents.

      This is again in Illinois.

      And 25 to 30 who have just discovered that they have a child

      with hearing loss and maybe they're grieving, they don't know

      what to do.

      They're going through a lot of frustration.

      So we find them, invite them into our school, and they stay a

      week in the dorm.

      And we have professionals from all over come and give all-day

      workshops.

      All day long for a solid week.

      And we have a lot of tears, grieving and emotion.

      The parents are seeing a different world.

      All of the professionals, you know, who say language

      acquisition, your kid has to read.

      Invest time with your deaf child, invest.

      And of course the parents are overwhelmed and women perking and

      saying okay.

      And then it comes time for my night with them and we do Our Town

      activity.

      The parents get this sense of hope.

      They start to feel like, you know, my deaf child may end up

      being okay.

      And it's sort of relieving for them.

      I wanted to bring this experience to you.

      The whole message throughout the slide show is access.

      I want you to imagine that you have come into a huge gymnasium

      with about 12 different booths.

      You're able to browse around the gymnasium.

      Let's say the parents divide into groups of four.

      And they rotate among the booths.

      Five minutes at each booth.

      So I'll be taking you through what the booths entail, and I'll

      elaborate on what's at each of those booths.

      Can you move the slide forward for me?

      Next one.

      >> I was trying to see where it is.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  That's right.

      You see here it talks about Our Town experience, and this is

      coming up on the 28th year this custom of the institute is

      in place.

      So we're very well-known for this program.

      It's wonderful to see families coming, a lot of them, a lot of

      tears and emotion, and working through.

      And by Friday, they are proud and they've graduated the ceremony

      for the parents, and they feel renewed, and weep keep in touch

      with them, it's a wonderful experience.

      On that Friday, the parents fill out an evaluation, and they say

      it's one of the highlights.

      I'll let you read here where it says about the rave reviews.

      Can we go to the next slide?

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  That's the right slide.

      This is a very, very neat experience, because many of the

      parents have never even met a deaf adult.

      I met my first deaf adult when I was 17 years old.

      And I would not wish that on your deaf children.

      I had no clue that I would stay deaf my entire life.

      I thought that it was maybe at some point in my life, I would

      become like my brother and sister, and I would be hearing,

      because I had never seen a deaf adult.

      That's just a crime.

      Absolute crime.

      And what happens I want your deaf children to see deaf adults,

      to see that they're doing well, they're vibrant, they're

      successful, in their communities, settled, doing great.

      Again, access to the deaf adult community.

      And also parents are looking at their infants, maybe their

      one or two year old, thinking on their family, the needs,

      feeding their child, their jobs, and having a hard time pulling

      back and seeing the big picture of, yes, their child is going to

      grow up, they're not going to be small forever.

      They're going to grow.

      Again, it's an opportunity for the parents to see a room full of

      deaf high school students and deaf adults, and I'm telling you,

      it's just -- it's such a wonderful support.

      The community will embrace your child.

      They're a wonderful support to you.

      We tell them, let's see what your children are going to look

      like.

      Let's fast forward 15 years and see what your child's life will

      be like, and we can coincide our program with the football camp

      that happens at our school.

      So we have maybe 30 really cute football players around,

      sophomores and juniors, these big bulky boys walking around.

      They have various languages, communication preferences.

      The parents are there.
      Some wearing cochlear implants, some have hearing aids, some

      don't, some speak well, some are very, very -- it's a very

      powerful experience for the parents to see this range and to

      figure out what's possible.

      I think that's the best part for the parents, to really gauge

      all of the examples in the room and try to see, what did your

      parents do with you for each deaf child.

      So they rotate around the booth.

      We have a few minutes left after the activity.

      And with those few minutes, the parents have an opportunity to

      talk with those boys.

      And they don't have an agenda.

      They're just -- those boys are very honest, very forthcoming.

      They tell it like it is.

      They say what they like and don't like about their upbringing.

      And while the professionals are doing their thing and they have

      an agenda and they're coming to it and get their message across,

      they talk about language acquisition, and auditory practice and

      all, they've got their own agenda, but these boys are so

      honest.

      They'll say, I hated my house, there was no communication,

      nothing ever happened at my house that I was a part of.

      Or I love my mom and dad, they never learned to sign with me,

      they didn't communicate with me, and it affected me in this way.

      So it's great to see that range of experience about language and

      communication represented all in the same room for these

      parents.

      So as they're holding on to their deaf child, and seeing all of    
      This. And they see that they need to ensure accessibility for
      Their child, be it through their ears, eyes, whatever is possible
      It's just access for their child.

      So they explore the different booths.

      Next slide.

      And these are some of the booths.

      So picture you know the gymnasium full of folks rotating across

      these different booths.

      I'll go in depth about each one.

      Next slide.

      This one here I would say is at the heart of my presentation.

      This is an accessible home.

      And like I was mentioning before, when I was young, I grew up in

      a large family.

      I was playing with my four brothers.

      Seven children.

      I was the only deaf child in my home.

      I was in the middle in terms of birth order.

      I would be playing with my four brothers.

      And I can remember you know one of my brothers getting up and

      running to the front door and opening the front door.

      And there was some -- the Fuller brush man was there.

      Or someone had arrived, for those of you who are old enough to

      remember, who grew up in the '50s and '60s, that might be a

      familiar reference.

      Maybe the guy with the encyclopedias, the salesman was there.

      Run to the door, come back and we'd continue playing and a few

      minutes later another brother would take a turn and run to the

      door.

      There was always someone there at the door.

      I thought to myself, how do you know there's somebody there.

      I thought, I will give this a go.

      We'll be playing I said would get up and run to the door, and

      nobody would be there.

      I'd think, come on.

      How do my brothers know that there's someone there?

      So frustrating for me.

      One time I walked down the hall and said, I'm going to try now.

      Opened the door and nobody there.

      If I had only had a flashing light to alert us that someone was

      there.

      For some hard of hearing people who can't hear the doorbell, for

      example, I would strongly suggest to the parents and to the home

      family educators who are involved to please encourage the use of

      visual alerts, to flashing light doorbells, to phone ringers.

      Now we don't really use land lines so much so it's different.

      I would still encourage any visual alerts possible.

      Any noises that happen on a regular basis in the home be

      accessible visually.

      A fire alarm, when a deaf child is home alone, you want that

      security.

      So a visual fire alarm.

      We go through the house, here is the layout.

      We talk about what we need in the kitchen.

      You see on here I have a picture of a laptop in the kitchen.

      By that, I mean there are so many programs where you could just

      simply click and see the sign for it rather than having to try

      to use your voice and speech and getting frustrated trying to

      communicate with your child.

      You can have the laptop open, bring up the word and it signs

      right there.

      Smart signs will call up a sign for a word.

      Charlie Hamilton is one who has developed that.

      You should check into smart signs.

      I can't tell you how many notes my parents have written back and

      forth to me.

      I grew up educated orally for the first nine years of my life.

      I went to the Atlanta area speech school and was mainstream,
      requested no support services.

      And then I discovered deaf adults.

      Like I said, I was 17.

      By that time, I was cursed with the knowledge I couldn't go

      back.

      There was just no going back.

      So I had to go to a deaf school once I had seen that and be born

      again as a deaf person, learn sign language and be a part of

      this other word, which is the Deaf community.

      So back to your home and what I consider to be an
      accessible home.

      You see here in the middle?

      And moving over to the right, the bedroom.

      Again, we really want to make sure that we have a lighted alert

      system.

      Accessible to them in the room.

      Make sure we have books available with deaf characters

      portrayed, some of the characters are speaking, some experience

      a mainstream upbringing, some are signers, some wear cochlear

      implants.

      It doesn't matter.

      You want to provide them with literature that represents

      different deaf characters.

      Of course in the family room, you'll want to turn on the

      captioning on your TV.

      Just do it today.

      I just retired -- well, I guess call it rewired, actually, but

      I'm technically retired from 35 years of work in the school

      system.

      And I did work here in Atlanta for a time.

      I worked at the Atlanta area school for the deaf for 15 years,

      and then 20 years at the Illinois school for the deaf.

      I've just seen too many students coming into the high school

      level completely clueless about captioning on TV.

      I think, you know, clueless about visual alerting light system,

      clueless about how to get one another's attention.

      Maybe several of you attended yesterday's workshop about the

      brain and language acquisition.

      Did any of you have an opportunity to go?

      That was a very powerful workshop, information that shows visual

      awareness and how it directly impacts your IQ, your ability to

      function, your ability to more quickly attend to things in your

      environment, to really know what to watch for and be visually

      alert.

      So anyway, back to this.

      I'm begging you, once you find out that your child is deaf or

      hard of hearing, whether you get them a cochlear implant or not,

      please go ahead and turn on the captioning on your TVs.

      Please don't wait until time has passed and maybe they're in

      elementary or middle school and then turn on the captioning.

      Turn it on now.

      Get your family accustomed to having captioning on your TVs.

      And I also encourage the use of deaf artwork in your homes and

      culture.

      Deaf art is a part of culture and celebrating the culture.

      Maybe you can look on line and find -- subscribe to some Deaf

      newspapers and newsletters, find off the what's going on in the

      community.

      You can really learn from folks in the deaf community, because

      they've been there, and they know what it's like to be deaf.

      This is an accessible home.

      I want to encourage you to think about how your home request

      become accessible.

      We have a lot of wonderful devices shown on the bottom.

      All of this is available out there.

      There's one website I -- they didn't pay me to plug this.

      But Harris communications is WWW.Harris.com I think it's.com.

      It's HarrisCOMM.com that's the website.

      Again, closed captioning.

      Please turn your captioning on your TVs.

      These others that are small, I have in the posters with me.

      I have a lot of wonderful apps for your iPhones, Droids,

      whatever kind of phones you have, one of my favorite apps is, give me

      just a second, Dragon Dictate.  When I can't lipread somebody

      at the store, I'm having trouble, I hand them my phone, they

      speak into my phone, and it displays the text for me.

      There's the English for me to see.

      I hand it to them.

      Through Dragon Dictate technology, perhaps at the end of my

      presentation, I can have you come up and just have a turn and

      give that a try for Dragon Dictate.

      You click and talk into the phone, and it comes out in English.

      I use it all the time.

      Let's say Wal-Mart, grocery store, if I'm tired -- I write

      somebody a note, and they respond back to me, but they're

      speaking and I can't lip read them, they speak into the phone

      and I use it all the time at the dentist, doctor, CPA, it's

      wonderful.

      So you'll see here a list of different devices that I'll

      encourage you to start using in your home for access.

      If you've got iPods, invest in some good head sets for your hard

      of hearing children.

      Fire alarms with a visual alert system and of course, books.

      I'm retired as a librarian.

      So I'm always looking for media with deaf characters in it.

      As I said before, there's so many out there.

      Deaf characters, you know, obviously people are not the same

      everywhere you go.

      So you can find books with deaf people, with cochlear implants,

      those that use ASL and no implantation.

      You can see all sorts of literature.

      You can see a listing of all of these books here.

      So we're rotating around the different booths.

      And at this point, you would have an opportunity to practice

      using a VP, or a videophone.

      How many of you are familiar with videophone technology?

      Anyone?

      Fantastic.

      Okay.

      Well, just in brief, many new parents are unfamiliar with VPs.

      So this gives them an opportunity to see, touch, and feel it.

      You can do iChat on your laptop these days, you all are

      familiar with Skype.

      There are so many different ways to access it.

      Next?

      We also use a relay system.

      Let's say I wanted to order a pizza.

      I would call through a relay system on my videophone.

      This is how we would order our pizza.

      Being able to make my own phone calls, a deaf person encourages

      independence.

      Growing up, I had to imagine this, go to my next door neighbor,

      and write a note and say, would you mind making a phone call for

      me?

      We want to order a pizza.

      Or would you mind calling to make a doctor's appointments?

      Or could you help me change my doctor's appointment for me?

      No more of that.

      This is a blessing to our community and for your deaf and hard

      of hearing children.

      Technology is such a blessing.

      It gives us independence and it's a good time to be deaf and

      hard of hearing.

      Let's just put it that way.

      Here's our next booth where we would have an opportunity to play

      with PAGERS that are out THERE.  There's so many apps these days

      for sign language, sign language teaching.

      Dragon diction.

      You can learn sign on your hand held.

      There are speech to sign or speech to English text apps.

      There's an app for that.

      I didn't bring everything to Atlanta, but you can see a display

      here of different devices that you might want to touch some day.

      Things that -- how many of you currently have or are familiar

      with some of the these devices that you see here?

      Yes?

      So bed vibrating alarms, light alarms, many attachments that can

      go with alarm clocks.

      Next?

      Now, this might be a little dated.

      This is the dinosaur of our community.

      However, there are some families who may not be able to afford

      high speed Internet connections, enabling them to use a

      videophone in the home.

      So TTY's are still good to have around.

      It is a tool that IS available FOR us to communicate with people

      across town, anywhere in the world by telephone, and they're

      free.

      In many states, there are programs where equipment is given away

      for free.

      So it's a good tool.

      It's still viable as a tool for our community, even though we do

      call it our dinosaur.

      For low income families, people who live in the country and

      don't have access to high speed internet there their area, this

      could be a useful tool so many this would be your booth to stop

      and practice using a TTY.

      Here I would explain to how to encourage independence with your

      deaf and hard of hearing child.

      Using 711 to make a TTY phone call.

      That's where you would be able to practice that hands on.

      And now here's a fun booth.

      A stop for us to play a game.

      Let's say, oh, we've got a restaurant and we don't have a menu

      gone to print yet.

      So you have to gesture to our deaf waiter to explain what you

      would like to have for lunch.

      Your deaf waiter will purposely forget to give you a plate.

      Will forget your silverware, forget your napkin, your glass.

      Because they're still in training, let's just say.

      It's a fun way to create an environment where you have to

      express your needs.

      It gives you the experience of communicating with a person who,

      for all intents and purposes, fakes not understanding you.

      So you have to gesture.

      You have to be creative with the way that you physically explain

      to someone what you need.

      So, for example, how would you gesture a burger?

      Show me a burger?
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      How do you ask a deaf person for a burger?

      How about that.

      Okay.

      Look at this one.

      Good.

      Good.

      Let's say you don't know the formal sign.

      That's okay.

      You can come up with your own way of explaining what you need to

      communicate with a deaf and hard of hearing child.

      If your child can't understand what you're trying to explain to

      them, I encourage you to be free to use your gestures, things

      that are natural to you, or take out a pencil and paper and draw

      yourself a picture.

      This is where parents lose their inhibitions.

      They really crack out of their shell with their use of their

      hands and their bodies and facial expressions to explain.

      So we say things, how do you explain an elephant?

      How do you explain a baseball game?

      How do you explain football?

      This is a way of encouraging creativity.

      Next.

      Here's another fun activity where parents are really struck with

      the idea that lip read something not such an easy skill.

      In general, lip readers catch about 60% -- I'm sorry.

      About 60% of the English language is produced in the back of the

      mouth, which leaves, what, 30 to 40% that appears on the lips.

      So really, lip read something almost like a guessing game

      language.

      I grew up with oral training.

      Let me tell you, every night I ended up with a headache.

      Every night.

      From struggling to read lips all day.

      So this is the time where -- and let me just say before I go on,

      I appreciate the skills that I was given.

      But I support sign language.

      I wish that I'd had that simultaneously so that when I couldn't

      figure out something, always if I was unable to figure out what

      someone was trying to speak to me, they would say, oh, never

      mind, never mind.

      Oar they'd say, well, I'll tell you later, or never mind.

      That was so disheartening.

      To feel like I had lost out on that communication.

      So if one -- I really encourage you, if one method doesn't work,

      find another, and another.

      Don't get stuck on one pathway.

      Why can't we have it all?

      That's my message to parents.

      Access is wanting everything.

      And experimenting with every way.
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      Susan, who just came in.

      >>

      >> Audience Member:  You said you grew up oral, can you talk?

      >>

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Yes, I still use my voice.

      But I have a cold today.

      I've been coughing.

      Thank you.

      Yeah.

      My family and those near me understand my speech.

      I would say people within -- you know, if I were to go into

      McDonald's, a limited choice of words to speak from the menu,

      yes, but if I was teaching a workshop on linguistic, probably

      not.

      If it's a place where I have a limited controlled vocabulary, I

      use my voice to speak.

      Okay.

      Next.

      I love you.

      Or is an island view.

      They look the same on the lips.

      They are the same.

      They're produced the exact same way.

      My football players really have fun with the parents.

      And some of them have a Spanish accent.

      So that's even more fun.

      Okay.

      And here's one of my favorite activities.

      So many sign classes teach you one way to sign.

      You know, the word "no" is a very important sign for you to know

      for your deaf or hard of hearing child, to say no.

      However, we teach like the SuperNanny skill.

      You don't want your deaf and hard of hearing child to run over

      the family.

      You don't want to be manipulated.

      Your deaf and hard of hearing child may be special, but they're

      not the center of the universe, you've got to balance their up

      bringing with their brothers and sisters.

      So I'm warning you, don't allow your guilt, allow that child to

      run the family.

      So there's not just one way to sign the word "no."

      So we'll go through a listing.

      For example, no, this is a soft no.

      Can you practice that?

      No.

      No.

      This is nonjudgmental.

      It means stop right there.

      It means that's enough.

      And it may come with clarification.
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      For example, where's the bathroom?

      Is the bathroom that way?

      No-no it's that way.

      So it's a very soft no.

      It's an incorrect.

      That's incorrect.

      That is impolite.

      Stop right there.

      Here's another form of no.

      This is a little bit more firm.

      I'm going to give you more practice.

      Here's another one.

      No!

      Practice this.

      No.

      Very determined no.

      And then when you -- when you've completely had it and you're to

      the point of frustration, here's the NTH DEGREE.

      No.

      N-O you spell it out.

      N-O let's say dad is out cooking and the daughter comes and

      says, I'm so hungry, give me a cookie and he says what is your

      occupation does the clock say, mom is going to be home soon:

      Here's the first no.

      And she comes back, and says give me a cookie and dad says the

      second no.

      Mom will be home soon.

      No cookie she eats and returns, I really want a cookie and dad

      says, as she begins her tantrum, no.

      If she throws an absolute fit on the floor, and loses it, he

      says, N-O that's the Nth degree of no.

      It's over.

      N-O so there are four different ways of signing the word "no."

      Okay?

      So we practice games line that.

      Next?

      This is another area that I see that's a really interesting area

      of transition for our school.

      Students who perhaps start out in a main stream setting and

      transition into our setting, they may not know appropriate ways

      of getting attention.

      For example, deaf people in general, and I'm begging you don't

      do this with your kid, don't yank on the face to get the eyes

      attention.

      We hate that.

      We don't like it.

      It's not appropriate.

      Don't do it.

      Now, fits an emergency situation and you got to get out of

      dodge, that's one thing.
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      But this is -- to get attention, this is -- let me give Astoria

      story.

      In the workshop yesterday, Peter Houser and Jenny Singleton

      talked about getting attention a learned behavior.

      It's not automatic.

      If you tap a child on the shoulder, they don't know to look at

      you.

      You have to teach that.

      So when I tap you, I would like for to you look at me.

      That's a lesson that has to be taught.

      If I tap you harder, that means look quickly, something is

      urgent.

      Waving in front of someone's eyes, or waving in someone's face

      is just an annoyance.

      Gently tapping on the shoulder, arm, back is much moria rope

      writ.

      If you've got a wood floor, something with an echo in the room,

      you can sometimes tap or stomp on the floor.

      The vibration will get someone's attention.

      If you're eating at a table a tapping on the table is

      appropriate.

      You may or may not want to do that in a public restaurant.

      Banging on a table in a restaurant may not be appropriate

      behavior.

      There are different appropriate ways of getting attention.

      Next.

      For those families who choose to use sign language with their

      deaf or hard of hearing children, we would at this booth show

      videotapes of appropriate signs for words with multiple

      meanings.

      It's a great resource, and we have videos that we expose

      families to.

      For example, maybe you learn a sign for run, R-U-N.

      Keep in mind the word run has many different meanings.

      Therefore, there are many signs for the appropriate use of that

      word in the English language, so running a meeting and your nose

      running would not be signed the same way, or running your hose

      would not be the same as running track.

      That's something that we go through.

      Nonmanual signs is so important for language choices.

      No matter what your modality is, all deaf people and hard of

      hearing people will depend on facial expression to read the

      parents' face, to see if they're showing disappointment,

      happiness, anger, angst, misunderstanding, oftentimes parents,

      we find, are not comfortable with showing facial expression, and

      sometimes that comes across as negative.

      So the child may make up a message to go with that facial

      expression, even though it wasn't intent.

      Perhaps a mother has her brow furrowed, but doesn't realize that

      what she's communicating to her child is that she's upset.
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      We like to think we have super vision, that we catch everything.

      Even the wrinkling of a knows, but keep in mind that all of that

      becomes part of the language.

      At this booth, we have a wonderful lesson on Deaf Culture.

      We have so many wonderful role models in our community.

      This is a place where we watch a PowerPoint a slide show, we of

      far size Deaf history, deaf attorneys.

      There's a deaf attorney here, Howard Rosenbloom.

      He's one of our speakers tomorrow afternoon.

      He's a deaf attorney, and he actually represents the national

      association of the deaf.

      He is our current CEO.

      So oftentimes, this is a message that gives parents of deaf

      children the understanding that, you know what, this is okay,

      deaf people are everywhere, and they're doing well.

      It's also fun, you know.

      We talk about sports tidbit.

      For example, you may not know the history of the hand signals

      that are used in baseball.

      Strike, ball.

      This started because there was a deaf pro baseball player who

      couldn't hear what the umpire was calling.

      The umpire had never used hand signals until that one player

      made it into a pro level.

      They used a verbal system.

      William Hoy was the first baseball player who couldn't hear the

      calls from the umpire and had to turn and look.

      And what a waste of time that is to look at the umpire's face,

      who is wearing a facial mask, before the next pitch comes.

      So the deaf player taught the umpire a system for calling

      strikes, balls, and now everybody uses it.

      It's universal.

      That's a little tidbit about deaf history.

      Also the huddle.

      The football huddle.

      That wasn't the way that they started out.

      Players would stand in a line and discuss their next play.

      They'd talk with their coach and speak right out loud what the

      next play was going to be.

      But then what happens when two deaf schools play against one

      another?

      They could see the next play from other team's discussion across

      the field.

      So they invented what we call the huddle.

      I believe it was the coach from the Illinois college which

      actually happens to be right across the street from the Illinois

      school for the deaf.

      The coach would come over and watch our football games.

      He saw that our deaf players were in a huddle in order to hide

      their plans for the next play.
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      So the University of Illinois became the father of the football

      huddle.

      Can you read about it in their sports books.

      We give credit to the University of Illinois, but it's actually

      not true.

      It came from across the street, the Illinois school for the

      deaf.

      The record should be straightened out.

      It came from the Illinois School for the Deaf where the coach

      stole the idea.

      There have it.

      That's a little fun little time for Deaf history shared with the

      parents.

      Next?

      The next station is an amazing and powerful five minutes.

      It is a packed experience.

      An opportunity for parents to talk with those football players

      who are there for football camp like I said before without

      agenda, the boys talk about what they liked and didn't like

      about growing up in their parents' home.

      Some sign, some don't sign.

      Some have other ways of communicating.

      Some really invested in their childhood when they were younger,

      but by the time they sent them away from school, they didn't

      keep up with their child's sign language abilities.

      For whatever reason, life is too busy and they've got a career

      and whatnot.

      But you could see from the -- as the boys tell their stories,

      the parents' faces changing, realizing, I want to keep my

      relationship with my child as they grow older.

      I encourage you all as a parent to keep that closeness.

      But that's a powerful place to stop.

      This kind of summarizes what the parents go through as they

      rotate among the booths.

      It gives you a taste of it.

      And in summary, access.

      That's my motto.

      That's what I'm out there trying to get across to folks is for

      deaf and hard of hearing children to have it all.

      Why can't we have it all?

      Why can't they learn to speak, listen and also sign?

      What is currently happening that we see a lot of our deaf babies

      getting cochlear implants by about the age of one, and the

      family thinks, we're done.

      Problem solved.

      We're across the other side of it.

      But what do you do between the age of birth to one?

      Is the baby just left alone to not have any language?

      What is the language input from birth to one?

      We need to think about language acquisition from birth.
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      And then once the child has a cochlear implant, that's fine, but

      it still may take another 10 years of auditory training to label

      and identify the sounds coming at them.

      So again, visual language.

      If it happens that the child grows up and moves in another

      direction, another preference, away from what you've chosen, so

      be it.

      Maybe the child's dependence on sign language reduces, maybe

      not.

      It's just important that we give them all the choices now and

      let the child decide for themselves as they grow.

      That's the key to my message is that the kids be afforded

      everything now and have access in your home and in your

      environment.

      Okay?

      So that's my message for you all for the parents here today.

      Thank you very much.

      Appreciate it.

      Any comments?

      Any questions for me?

      Nothing?

      >> What is the name of the laptop program you said?

      That you speak and it gives --

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Are you talking about smart sign?

      >> Yes.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Or were you asking about dragon diction.

      >> I think it was smart sign.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Why.

      If we have a few minutes, we could look at that.

      I don't know if there's time.

      But it's in the workshop in the next room.

      But it is online.

      Thank you so much for coming:  I really appreciate you being

      here.

      Thank you.

      >> Make sure you fill out the evaluation form.

      And then if you need CEUs fill out this at the top with your

      name and information.

      Thank you.

      [end of meeting.]

                            CAPTIONING PROVIDED BY:

  7                 ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION SERVICES, LLC

                                  PO BOX 278

  8                            LOMBARD, IL 60148

  9                                * * * * *

      This text is being provided in a rough draft format.

 10   Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) is provided in

      order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a

 11   totally verbatim record of the proceedings                                    2

      EHDI Conference.

      February 22, 2011.

      Experiencing Deaf Culture:  Creating a Friendly Visual, Part 2

      Environment at Home.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Hi.

      Good morning and welcome to this workshop.

      It's a presentation on access.

      Really that's my message for you today:  Access.

      Let me give you a little background.

      I always begin a presentation with the big picture first.

      I don't know how many of you have been to -- well, obviously

      you're in a workshop, but a workshop or am presentation, and all

      you see is the first slide, the title slide.

      There's no handout, and you have no idea where you're going, how

      many slides, how many pages, how in depth you're going to go.

      It can be really frustrating.

      As a bilingual teacher, I was born again that 10 years ago.

      I had been in the business for 35 years of teaching.

      And then about 10 years ago, for the -- well, I guess 20 years

      into my career, I learned how to teach in a bilingual classroom.

      And like I said, I was born again as a teacher.

      It's always important to show the whole, breaking it down to the

      part.

      So showing the whole first.

      Growing up as a deaf child or having a deaf or hard of hearing

      child in your home, I just want to emphasize, it's so important

      to show the whole, working down to the detail.

      So, for example, telling your deaf child, we're going to on a

      trip to Florida, here we go, let's pack, let's go, and the kid

      jumps in the car with all of her stuff and doesn't know how much

      longer, how far are we going?

      Where are we going?

      What's it going to be like?

      She may arrive here, have experience, get back home and piece

      that together in her mind.

      With a deaf child, it's better to start with the whole first.

      To give the full expectation first.

      And then the individual experiences will happen in a much more

      meaningful way.

      So this is a much better way of learning, of living, of seeing

      the whole, and then working toward the detail.

      So that's why I want to show you the whole first.

      We have 24 slides that we'll be going through.

      And now we'll begin.

      This is not the right slide show.

      Well, I'll be honest with you, this is not the right PowerPoint,

      I tried to find the right one, but I can't seem to find it, so

      we'll move on.

      What you see here is a program that we present every year at the

      Illinois school for the deaf.

      It is a family friendly program where we host about 25 or 30

      families who come and live in the dorms of our Illinois school

      for the deaf for one week.

      Often time these parents have just discovered that their child

      is deaf or hard of hearing and they may be grieving that.

      And that is the moment that we bring them into our excuse me and

      we host them for a week.

      They have presentations about -- from different professional

      people who bring stress eighties of invest in your deaf child,

      language acquisition, read with your child, read aloud, you must

      teach this child how to listen.

      Some of them are interested in learning sign language and we

      often sign language classes, but you can imagine how

      overwhelming that is.

      We have audiological evaluations happening with the children, we

      have counseling happening with the families.

      And then comes Wednesday night, which is my turn.

      It's a time for me to host Our Town, and actually, several other

      states have picked up this program, and they've now changed it a

      pit to accommodate their needs of their community.

      But this is something that we do as part of early intervention

      with these families.

      There's a curriculum that helps us work with these families and

      bring them along.

      Yesterday when I did this presentation, somebody clicked for me.

      Can I get a clicker?

      Thank you.

      This is just a brief explanation of the benefits for people.

      They can see that on line if they don't come to the workshop.

      This is Just brief explanation of what this slide show is all

      about for those who aren't physically involved in it.

      The institute is in its 67 they year.

      The state of Illinois has had a lot of success with this program

      in our school, and we're quite proud of it.

      So I'm asking you guys to pretend that here you are in a huge

      gymnasium and there are 12 booths.

      See it as acorin have you.

      It's acorin have you theme.

      You come in and there are 12, 15 booths around the room.

      Also, on site are our school's football players.

      Parents love that.

      They see that, oh, my baby's going to grow up.

      He or she is not going to be a tiny infant forever.

      I ask these parents to fast forward and see these football

      players as a possibility for their kid is going to look like.

      It just happens that we plan our family week the same week as we

      have football camp.

      This gives us the opportunity to have deaf children on campus

      the same week that we have the parents on campus.

      I met my first deaf adult when I was 17 years old.

      I had no idea that there were deaf adults in the world.

      I had no clue.

      You know, many of my friends have had a similar experience, that

      there are deaf adults that are living and successful in the

      world.

      So that's what we tell our parents of deaf children.

      So the goal again is to preach the message of access.

      So I developed a floor plan for a typical home.

      What should your home look like?

      What's the most accessible home for a deaf or hard of hearing

      child?

      And obviously, this is online, so other parents could view it.

      But imagine yourself going through each of these booths in the

      gym, stopping five minutes at each station.

      It works so well.

      Because all week these parents are bombarded with information,

      and medical terminology, and things that you must do, you must

      do this and you must do that.

      But Wednesday night is a time for thinking of their child as --

      in positive terms.

      We have a variety of boys on the football team that have varying

      language skills, language choices.

      Some have cochlear implants, some love them, some hate them.

      Some don't wafer them anymore.

      Some have hear aids, over the ear hearing aids, but say I don't

      get any benefits from them, so I rarely wear them.

      Some use their voices, some never use their voices, and that is

      the truth of the deaf world.

      There are no to deaf people alike.

      There's no agenda.

      It's just us in this room with a bunch of deaf guys, and you can

      seat variety.

      When it's time to rotate, we flash the lights, which is what

      deaf people would do.

      Sometimes parents ask questions that seem intrusive, like, how did you learn to speak so well?

      What are your parents like?

      And honestly, these boys speak the truth.

      They say, I didn't have a good relationship with my parents

      because I didn't know thousand communicate with them, and they

      didn't ever learn to sign, and these parents get that message.

      Communication is key.

      Communication is vital.

      These parents take notes from what they learned from these high

      school boys, and it's such a powerful evening for the families.

      So now that we're talking about early having, I 'love to bring

      this message to you so you can take tips pack to your

      environment, tips for parents.

      By the way, how many of you in the room are parents?

      Who are parents are deaf and hard of hearing -- I love parents.

      How many of you are EI people?

      Early interventionists?

      Wonderful.

      That's my second favorite group of people.

      You are all so vital to our community.

      And you who work in the EI environment, you go into these homes

      and you're speaking with the parents.

      You are vital as well.

      So welcome to our town.

      Next?

      And this is an explanation for the parents.

      We're going to fast forward 15 years into the life of your

      child.

      They're a cute baby now, but they're going to be a cute foot

      Paul player in 15 years.

      You guys won't be physically moving around.

      I wish we had a setup where we could do 15 booths around the

      town.

      I would love to be a one-woman show for you instead so that you

      can get the idea of what the Our Town community is all about.

      So the first station, we look at videophones.

      VPs.

      And parents have an opportunity to feel them, touch them, and

      use them.

      Oh, and by the way, we rotate in small groups.

      So four to six parents moving from booth to booth, where they

      have an opportunity to use a videophone.

      Are you familiar with videophones, V Ps?

      Does everyone know what I mean when I say VP?

      Well, this is a station that's really important for parents to

      see the technology that's available to deaf people.

      How eve, it does require high speed internet in the home in

      order to hookup a videophone.

      So this is the opportunity at this station to talk with the

      parents.

      Many states offer free TTYs or other equipment to families.

      This is more explanation about the videophone, and that's about

      video relay systems.

      And this actually promotes independence amongst deaf people, and

      children as well.

      And we give parents the opportunity to practice it.

      We actually dial video relay service and we are able to make

      orders.

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I have a question.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Would you mind standing in front?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I have a question related to parents.

      I work in the state office, and many people there may have a

      child, but even as young as two or three, and may not have a

      setup in their home.

      So because this child doesn't really use video relay services,

      I'm wondering if video relay service providers will provide a

      videophone to the family, even though they would use the VP,

      they might not use VRS.

      So parents that want to set up a VP so they can talk with other

      families who have deaf children, deaf children can see one

      another and talk on the phone.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Good question.

      You know, many people today down load Skype on layer computers.

      That's a good idea, and I chat.

      Which is between Mac users.

      Or UVOO, I've also done some story signs with families that are

      long-distance.

      I challenge you, actually, to do that.

      You can become a mentor with a family.

      You can volunteer telling stories on videophones for their deaf

      babies who are in their home, and just need to see sign

      language.

      I challenge you to be creative.

      You don't actually have to physically go somewhere to interact

      with someone these days.

      Okay.

      Another booth where parents are exposed to different hand held

      technologies.

      I know I phone 4s, we can pull up videophones.

      It blows me away.

      I can't believe it.

      But, yeah, you can actually see each other on hand held these

      days.

      This is an opportunity for parents to see tools that can be used

      for communication.

      Here is a very popular booth for parents to see the technology

      that's out there.

      It's a tactile booth where parents can play with devices.

      They learn about vibrating bed alarms, usually shocks them when

      it starts to shake.

      We don't bring out magazines for people to look at technology.

      We bring out the actual technology for people to see and touch.

      So we show them how the alarm clock works.

      With a vibrating alarm under the billow or under the mattress.

      This encourages a child's ability to become independent.

      And like I mentioned.

       here's a TTY, but it's a bit of a dinosaur in our community

      these days.

      However, it's still viable.

      It's free.

      There are many areas.

      You said Massachusetts does give them away for free.

      New a.m., Florida, free.

      So many states do have equipment distribution programs.

      So child could get free equipment.

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We encourage families to keep the TTY, even

      if it is a dinosaur, the reason is for 911 calls, it's a faster

      response through the TTY than through video relay, so it can be

      a delay if that's used.

      Sometimes deaf people needing to contact emergency services you

      have to use the TTY.

      And they should have somebody at the 911 center that can connect

      directly with the TTY and type back.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  That's a good point.

      Talking about learning to type as a child, in Illinois school

      for the deaf, we have just recently decided to close down our

      typing program, key boarding program.

      The reason is that we have state standards that we have to meet,

      and something had to go.

      So because of the literacy program, they want to booth that --

      boost that, that means the time had to be cut somewhere, and the

      key boarding classes went.

      I don't know if I agree with that, kids are now typing with

      their thumbs when they text.

      When they're in the dorms, they all know how to text.

      But hopefully they'll be able to bring pack formal key boarding

      classes.

      But we'll see.

      So how to make a TTY call, working at a school for the deaf,

      when I first went into the dorm, I used to love watching the

      students use relay to order their pizzas or whatnot.

      It was so empowering to see that.

      Kids making their own phone calls.

      So I absolutely encourage you to work with your child at home

      and -- on their independence skills by making phone calls at

      home.

      And hear is the heart of my presentation.

      If you guys remember one thing that I told you today, it is an

      accessible home.

      I always like to begin with a story.

      I grew up in a large family here in Atlanta, actually.

      I'm actually born and bread here in Atlanta.

      I went to the Atlanta Speech School for nine years.

      Like I said before, I met my first deaf adult when I was 17.

      So I learned to sign at 17 years old.

      I don't wish that on anybody.

      But it was the '50s and '60s, and that's the time, and that was

      the thinking.

      So I was playing with my four brothers one day, we were all

      doing something, playing, and suddenly, one of my brothers got

      up, went to the front door and opened it, and there was the

      Fully Brush man.

      You guys remember them, they used to sell all sorts of brushes

      for cleaning.

      I don't know if anybody else is old enough.

      Thank you.

      Thank God.

      Am I showing my age or what.

      So it was this guy, he was a door to door salesman.

      They would go out and sell you the brush of the month or

      something.

      I don't know.

      It was something every month.

      Anyway, my brothers always knew when somebody was at the door.

      They'd get up, run to the doe and amazingly, somebody was

      standing there.

      So one time, I decided -- this never works for me, so I've got

      an idea.

      I feel like it's time to run to the door.

      So I ran to the door, opened it, but there was nobody there, it

      didn't work for me.

      My brothers got it right every time.

      Every time they opened the door, somebody's standing there, but

      me, veer oh.

      It never worked.

      Well, one time, I was -- walking past the front door to go to my

      bread room, threw it open, and nobody was standing there.

      So I started praying and begging that somehow -- this started me

      praying and thinking about other families with deaf and hard of

      hearing children.

      That they would have equal access.

      It started with that story of me running to the front door after

      my brothers.

      And I have a friend of mine that wrote a book, and macaroni and

      cheese was the working title of it.

      And I really liked that.

      I encouraged my friend to keep that title of his book.

      And he had some similar experiences as a deaf person being

      raised with hearing siblings, playing around and then all of a

      Sunday they would tell him, oh, we're having macaroni and cheese for dinner.

      My friend who is deaf would say, how did you know, and they

      could hear mom in the kitchen, opening the box, putting it in

      the pot, and they would know what was going on.

      So this deaf -- it was a if you recall.

      She would see, how do you know has being cooked in the other

      room?

      So it's a challenge that early having with the deaf children to

      have that access in the home and think how we can create

      equality with their siblings.

      Putting a menu on the refrigerator or some sort of creativity to

      allow them to feel like they can know what's going on as well.

      The kids who can hear knew what was going to be for dinner.

      Why couldn't the deaf child know as well?

      I'd like to go through the floor plan and discuss with you each

      room and what's needed to have that access pill tea.

      Here we have the kitchen.

      Perhaps a laptop set up where there is -- you know, there's a

      cool new program called smart sign.

      It's recently developed here at Georgia tech, and what it is --

      suppose a mother doesn't know the sign for a particular word.

      And they're trying to tell their deaf child something specific.

      They can click on this program on their laptop, and they can

      speak to it or type in the word that they need, and a sign will

      pop up for that word, for example, banana, orange, or cheese.

      That program is called "smart sign."

      It's a new program developed over at Georgia Tech.

      Harley Hamilton is the man working on that.

      How about the living room?

      What do you think should be in there to be accessible?

      Any ideas?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I think it's important to mention fire

      alarms.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Okay.

      We'll get to that later.

      Thank you.

      Yes.

      But what should we have in the living room?

      For access pill tea.

      >> Captioning.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Yes.

      Thank you.

      Captioning on the TV.

      Turn it on now.

      It doesn't matter if they're a baby and you think they're not

      read a to watch TV with captioning.

      No.

      Turn it on now, get their hearing brothers and session thank

      yous used to watching TV with the captioning on.

      One of the complaints with the high school students is the

      family didn't like having the captions on because it was

      blocking what they were watching on the screen.

      But give the kids in the family a positive experience with it.

      They're grow up being familiar with that on the TV.

      It's a good thing for both the deaf and the nondeaf siblings in

      the family.

      Go ahead and turn it on right away.

      Also I 'encourage books with deaf characters.

      There are nationwide famous deaf people, why not have the books

      in the home that promote them?

      There are quite a variety of children's books with deaf people

      that have cochlear implants or that use speech or use sign

      language.

      There's quite a variety out there that you can purchase for your

      home.

      And deaf art.

      Can you celebrate their culture through art in your home.

      Also become familiar with deaf publications.

      Now that we're going green, can you look at some of the deaf

      publications on line.

      Get involved with your local agencies or organizations.

      And especially the deaf community.

      They are the best teachers, and they can be very good friends

      for your family and your children will really cherish those role

      models in their lives.

      Anything that you wanted to add?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm looking through.

      I do support having deaf publications in the house, absolutely.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  You can also rent DVDs with captioning.

      Thank you for reminding me also about the light systems.

      For your home, you need fire alarms with lights on them.

      In the bedrooms.

      These are the types of equipment that we recommend.

      Burglar alarm, pedestrian vie operator, door flashers, all of

      these things.

      Baby signaler might be important.

      This is a fun activity where some of the parents are maybe not

      feeling quite comfortable using their face to show expressions

      and they're real stiff and inhibited with showing emotions or

      feelings.

      So we do a little thing where we pretend we have a printout of a

      menu, and they have to show what they want to eat.

       -- I'm sorry.

      There's no menu, so they have to be creative in showing what

      they want to eat using gestures and signs.

      That way at home they can show their children what the food

      choices are.

      That's a really fun exciting activity that the parents can have

      their own home signs that they did use with their children

      instead of feeling frustration communicating with their kids.

      Don't ever, ever tell your child, later, I'll just tell you

      later, because that is very hurtful for deaf children.

      We struggle to communicate or read lips and figure out what's

      going on in the home, the parents might not sign everything.

      They're in a hurry they say, don't worry about that, or never

      mind, I'll tell you later.

      We hear that a lot growing up, and later never happens.

      We never know what's going on when that is told to us, it's

      quite painful.

      We feel put off when that happens.

      Take the time or somehow get back with them about what it was

      and explain what's happening to them.

      Anybody want to add to that idea?

      I see some heads nodding.

      Some of you might have experienced that.

      Where hearing parents tell you, we'll talk about that later,

      never mind.

      So this is a fun activity that parents learn that they might

      want to show this motion for picking up food with a fork or

      they'll make a face like, oh, and they'll bring the silverware

      over and make up a sign for that.

      Or let's wipe our mouth and do it this way.

      So they're learning to gesture and be creative with their hands

      and facial expressions for their children to know what's going

      on, we play this animal game.

      We'll throw a baseball to show we're going to be playing

      baseball.

      So it doesn't have to be formal signs, but they're learning ways

      to communicate with their children.

      That's a fun activity that we do.

      Okay.

      Here's another good activity.

      That parents get to realize how tough it is to speech read.

      For example, these phrases.

      I love you looks like island view on the mouth.

      I grew up in an oral program where I was learning to speech

      read, and language can be quite challenging.

      About 60% of speech sounds are made in the back of the mouth:

      So it's not all on the lips, and you're constantly trying to

      figure out through context what's being said.

      It's tough.

      It's something that has to be practiced.

      And that's fine.

      But if it's supported with signs, that helps, or written

      language.

      And the parents begin to realize that it's quite difficult to

      lip read.

      There might be a list that we give them of common phrases.

      Okay.

      This one for example, here we go.

      Here's one.

      What's that one, where's the rest room.

      You're good.

      Okay.

      So you guys are a great audience, phrases he give them are hard

      to read on the lips, and it helps them appreciate that it's not

      easy.

      It's a other I will thing to practice and pump skilled at lip

      reading.

      We don't say it's not necessary, but they might understand that

      pie the end of the day, their child might have a headache.

      So we tell them to keep that in mind.

      Another favorite booth is this.

      Where we put our SuperNanny skills to use.

      There are four ways of signing no.

      And most classes might teach only one.

      This sign for no.

      And that's quite common, but we encourage them to figure out the

      different ways that no can be signed.

      This is one of them.

      Where the hand is shaking.

      It might be used for -- it's more of a subtle use of the word

      "no" it might be used for somebody says, where is the bathroom,

      is it over there?

      You might use this sign, no, it's down over there.

      Or if the kids are asking a question, you might use this, not

      meaning they're wrong, and it's not -- they know that you're not

      up it set, but you might use it as no-no it's not that.

      That's the type of no that sign is used for.

      There's this type of no, this facial egg suppression.

      And it's a little bit more of a powerful no.

      I have a story that I use to practice this one.

      Then there's no.

      With this facial expression.

      I already told you several times no.

      This is it.

      And then what frustrates me to the Nth degree is when I sign N-O

      that means no.

      We're done.

      It's final.

      So that's another way that we use no.

      So let's practice.

      There's this no.

      And then the next one is no-no no-no with this facial

      expression, and no, more powerful, and N-O absolutely not.

      You can seat differences.

      Did you have a comment?

      Okay.

      So we practice that with the parents.

      For example, if dad's cooking supper and the little girl might

      be catching and she says, can I have a cookie?

      Which response would daddy have?

      Which type of no?

      Maybe this.

      No.

      We're going to be eating supper soon.

      Let's wait.

      Mom's going to be home soon.

      And then suppose she comes back again and says, can I have a

      cookie?

      The second time, what 'dad sign?

      Maybe no-no.

      Mom's going to be home soon, so let's eight.

      And then she leaves and comes pack a third time, and asks for a

      cookie you might be more definitive with no.

      And suppose the child throws a tantrum, starts growing, what's

      the dad going to do?

      N-O that's how we teach the word no.

      And they get it.

      Here's another important booth where we teach parents how to get

      their children's attention.

      Many of us do not like to be grabbed by the face and force to

      say look at something, to force that eye contact.

      I don't know if some of the you have gone to the pre-conference

      on Sunday.

      There was a discussion with Jenny Singleton and Peter Hauser.

      They had talked about the fact that parents need to learn how to

      teach their child to look.

      It's something that takes practice.

      If you use the appropriate touch or tap to get their attention.

      That's appropriate.

      You can role play with the parents how to get a child to look.

      It's not an automatic thing are children are going to pay

      attention, but it takes some practice, and they'll learn that

      there are consequences if they don't look.

      A parent can say, I will trying to talk to you.

      He do explain to them that it's important that they can cruise

      different techniques, such as tapping their foot.

      If the floor is wooden, the child will know to look.

      It depends on where they live or the area they're standing in or

      if they're in a public place.

      A table might be tapped to get their attention.

      It's a Deaf Culture issue where if you pound loud, it's not

      appropriate, but can you tap to get someone's attention, but we

      teach those skills and which appropriate areas of the arm to

      touch or tap.

      It's not appropriate to tap somebody on the head to get their

      attention.

      So we explain those things to parents.

      Anyone have something they would like to add?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah.

      Actually, I was thinking about parents with kids, actually, my

      kids who are children of deaf adults.

      My kids will tap and will look, and deaf children have to learn

      how to get their deaf parents' attention.

      So it works both ways.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Right.

      Of course, we also encourage the parents to come down to the

      child's eye level to be able to communicate or sign with them

      when you can.

      This is a great program that I encourage parents to borrow from

      their library.

      It's called the Fairview Development.

      Women in Tennessee have developed this signing accurate or

      signing conceptually accurate to where it shows the meaning of

      words, English words and how there can be so many different

      conceptually accurate signs for that English word.

      For example, run, might have several different signs, the author

      is, I'm trying to think -- June -- who is the ashore?

      We'll have to Google that one, but it's on this website here.

      Or you can Google it.

      What's really great is I'll use this with my high school

      students.

      We'll sit and watch this, and high school students might sign

      something, but they don't know that they're not conceptually

      accurate for the meaning of that English word.

      So they really benefit from this program as well.

      Like run to catch the plane, a runny nose, the water is running.

      Great, how would you do the fifth one?

      The river is running, that's going to be a different type of

      water.

      You have a run in your stockings, that will be a different

      concept.

      Running for president.

      You would sign this way.

      A school play is running; or how long will it run.

      How about you will run his father's business.

      And then we run every day, the sign for running.

      So that's a great program that I really encourage parents to

      read in the library.

      Another favorite booth the parents use and learn a lot from is

      deaf children are super sensitive to parents' facial

      expressions.

      So every eye movement and facial expression, facial key boarding

      press that is used a show what it might mean.

      So this might mean something is smooth or small, or if the mouth

      is wide open, might mean something's large.

      So parents sort of gain an understanding of how to describe

      things.

      So if you have a small watch or a large watch, they learn the

      facial expression that would match the meaning of the size of

      it.

      So you might say, ask your child do you want the big one or the

      small one, and you use that face to show mean.

      It's just something that we use to encourage parents to show

      meaning on their face.

      And it's quite a powerful slide show that parents are real taken

      aback from, because they learn so much about things from the

      lawyers and the doctors, but how to be able to build things into

      their own home.

      Now, I'm from Jacksonville, Illinois, and parents might not even

      know that there are deaf people within their own area.

      So it's quite inspiring to learn that deaf children can have

      role models within their own community.

      And we have deaf carpenters and we explain about deaf athletes

      and that they've been involved with the Olympics and we tell

      stories about "Dummy" Hoy, who was a deaf -- do you guys know

      the story of him?

      He did baseball hand signals.

      And the history of the umpire.

      And how they used to always yell out, strike or out.

      Until there was a deaf pro baseball player, "Dummy" Hoy.

      People called him "Dummy."

      That wasn't his real name.

      He played for the sense nationally reds, I believe.

      As he was up to bat, he would look try to read the lips of the

      umpire and figure out what it was called, but the impair had the

      face mask on and couldn't figure it out.

      So he wouldn't be ready for the next ball to come, and the

      pitcher would throw it.

      So it wasn't working with the timing.

      So Hoy had spoken to the umpire or the ref, thank you, the ref,

      I only have 10 minutes left now.

      So he had asked him -- what is it?

      Okay.

      So if there's a strike, please use your right hand, if there's a

      ball, please use your left, and the ref would say, okay, he

      would do the strike ball, that was just for the deaf player, the

      hearing players didn't need it.

      They would still yell out, but everybody got used to the show,

      and seeing who was winning and who got the strike and the ball,

      so it became so dramatic and standard.

      An everybody started using it.  So that stems from "Dummy" Hoy

      and his need.

      So it became a national standard.

      Then there's the story of the football huddle.

      There was a time that actually hearing people were given credit

      for the football huddle, but really it came from the Illinois

      school for the deaf.

      Here's how that 

      When football teams would play against one another from two

      different deaf schools, they could see what the next play was

      because they would just look across the field and know what the

      next play would be.

      They were all peaking at each other across the football field.

      So they decided that they needed to start standing in a circle

      to discuss their next plays.

      So that came from the deaf community, because we have it

      documented.

      It's in our history books.

      The Illinois school for the deaf started the huddle.

      That was actually started from a retired Gallaudet University

      football player who became a coach at Illinois school for the

      deaf, and then the Illinois state college would come over and

      watch the deaf football players play, and they would come over,

      you know, just to -- they were trying to recruit guys, and they

      would see that our deaf football players did the huddle.

      They loved it.

      This one coach moved to the university of Illinois subsequent to

      all of this happening, and used the football huddle there.

      Other teams around the nation saw that, and it got documented as

      the university of Illinois.

      Now, we know the truth.

      The huddle did not come from there.

      It came from the Illinois school for the deaf.

      And Gallaudet before that.

      But those hearing people took credit, but we know that it came

      from the deaf community.

      So parents love that story.

      They love all these little histoid bits.

      It's very motivational.

      You it makes them feel great to know there are Holly wood stars.

      Do you know that hearing people oftentimes forget that there was

      a miss America who was deaf and that we also have the miss deaf

      America Pageants.

      We have an archive of people who have been leaders in the deaf

      community for centuries.

      Parents of deaf children oftentimes don't realize that we're

      fine.

      We're doing very well.

      This next booth, chat.com is a really powerful five minutes.

      It's five minutes spent with those deaf teens.

      And there's no agenda.

      They just can ask any question.

      There's no rule.

      So this can be a very powerful exercise for you who are in the

      EI profession, because you could get the deaf community to come

      in and talk with parents of deaf and hard of hearing children.

      It's such a powerful moment.

      They learn so much.

      And it's great that they have support.

      Pick them up, drive them, take them to events.

      This is so moving and so powerful.

      We need these parents, because they have such a powerful voice

      quit comes to lobbying, legislation.

      These are some of the most powerful voices that we have in our

      community.

      We need to partner with these parents.

      So in summary, these are all the booths that we visited.

      Oftentimes I end up having another slide that is our closing.

      My message is that when you leave, you'll remember the word

      access for deaf and hard of hearing children.

      Access to their environment, and that is my message for you all

      today too.

      Thank you so much for coming.

      There's a few moments for questions if you have any.

      Questions or comments, please.

      Please come and visit Illinois school for the deaf.

      We'd love to have you.

      I invite you to please use this information, Our Town, as a fun

      and powerful activity in your communities.

      How are your parents doing that you interact with and what kind

      of supports do you have for them?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Can I ask a question, please?

      This is all new to me.

      I'm a parent of a three year old, and this is my first time

      being exposed to a sign language, so I'm learning everything.

      And unfortunately, back home, we don't have this kind of

      support, including school.

      So I'm going to on internet and buying all kinds of stuff, sign

      language, where I can -- both my daughter and I can learn,

      including my family.

      So it is very challenging to me, everything new to me.

      I don't know where to start.

      How will I be able to support my daughter?

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  The first thing is congratulations that

      you came here.

      It's clear to all of us that you love your child, that you love

      your daughter.

      And now I'm trying to think of an answer to your question.

      You know, oftentimes I tell people, we don't have to choose one

      method or another.

      Our children can have access to all of it.

      They can practice their speech, practice their listening skills,

      practice their signs as well.

      There's no reason to choose one thing.

      Where are you from?

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  From Palau.

      It's an island in the pacific.

      It takes about almost 18 to 24 hours flight from Palau to 

      [applause].

      Thank you.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Oh, my goodness.

      Wow.

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Do you mind if I speak?

      I was going to say that I happen to work under Gallaudet

      University center northeast.

      I would like to mention that Hawaii has a Gallaudet University

      regional centering and they usually have a list of options that

      you can go get information about services for your child.

      So that might be an option.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  That's GURC, Gallaudet University

      centers.

      GURC.

      That's a good resource for U others.

      >> AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Remember the deaf couple that had

      volunteered, they went there a while back.

      I believe she had the best answer.

      Use the Gallaudet regional centers.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Go on line and find Gallaudet University

      look at their regional centers listing.

      >> You also may want to find a mentor.

      You could probably find a mentor while you're here.

      Someone that you could connect with and -- here in the states,

      someone that you could work with remotely on video phones.

      >> Do you have S.?

      >> I do.

      >> You've.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  You've got Skype?

      Oh, contact me, I'll U. work with you.

      I would love to.

      I can give you my contact information, and we'll be in touch.

      >> Sure.

      >> Also face book is a resource.

      >> I'm from Hawaii, and I'll --

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Oh, wow.

      >> We were in the meeting together.

      Sorry.

      We have a parent coordinator and I'll help you contact them.

      >> NANCY KELLY-JONES:  Wonderful.

      Yeah.

      That's great.

      That's great.

      So see her as well.

      All right.

      Wonderful.

      Oh, isn't that the best part?

      Doesn't that do your heart good?

      Okay.

      Anything else?

      As you leave, please remember this word:  Access.

      Let your child have it all.

      Thank you.

      That is my message to you.

      Thank you so much more coming.

      [End of meeting.]

