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>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  Can you all hear me?  This is a good combination of presentations, because what they are doing on line we are getting parents off line, I will show you the tool first, SMARTSign before the network bombs out on me and you don't get to see this.

Okay, so parent walking through the phone, all they have to do is click, up comes a keyboard, banana.  The word "banana "popped up here.  Don't do this to me.  So this is a telephone ap, this is on the internet, it's free, if you have a Droid phone, you can use it.  We're working to get it on other phones.  In the future it will be on a I‑phone.  We have to do video.  Thank you for not breaking.  And one of the things that Lisa said was that ‑‑ you sign, we're going to go back and forth.  One of the things that Lisa said was parent's frustrations, the busy life.  We found that and we were very surprised.  My first thought was parent don't want to learn, very simple, they had kids and don't want to learn.  When talking to parents, they were interested and this is what they told us.  Sign books are hard to understand.  Sign books are not easy to carry, the parents who really wanted to learn, they can't put them in their pockets, okay?  Signs in sign books are not easy to find.  How are they grouped?  Alphabetically?  Videos are hard to find signs on.  Usually they are on and you can't find them.  Sign classes are difficult to attend.  Parents ‑‑ I should introduce myself, Harley Hamilton, from Atlanta, I used to work at the Georgia tech.  We would have classes start, they were 20 miles or more away from the house and they stopped going.  Sign classes are difficult to attend and the main thing that surprised me the most but probably the truest, at night parents are tired.

Going back tonight parents are tired.  Parents have a busy life, taking your kids to sockers, gymnastics, they say I'm too tired, you say this is so important for your children.  Learning signs is not easy, talking about ASL, specifically it's about as hard to learn as Chinese for a English speaker.  It hard to learn.  Our solution, SMARTSign, it's not a solution to fix everything but hopefully it will give parents a easy way to get to signs quickly.  The idea was with the phone everybody carries phones, they pull them out of their pocket, say they are in the kitchen with the child, they want to say banana or their child wants to have a banana.  If they are really motivated, they will run and get a book and by the time they fine it the child is out the door.  You put in banana and there is the sign.

>> She says show them the phone.

>> That was the very first idea, we had a little computer called the Sony bio, you could type in a sentence.  If they are not going to learn signs we will give them a tool they can flick and boom.  We gave it to the parents, let them use it for a week, they came back and said how did it go?  Did you show it to the child?  No, I didn't show it to the child.  I used it myself and my mouth hit the floor and we started talking what is the frustration?  How can you learn signs more easily, and they talked about it and this is one of the solutions we had, so, it will just make it much easier for parents to get to signs.  Now, I've already shown you the SMARTSign express, there's another called SMARTSign alert.  If you stop by our booth, it's right on the corner of the last aisle, one of our graduate students is working on SMARTSign alert.  Let's go to word games.  SMARTSign tips.  As we were doing this, this actually is a three unit ramp and we have three different parts to it, SMARTSign express which is the phone where you hit the phone and talk, SMARTSign alert which sends parents little quizes for signs, and then tips.  We wanted to be very, very positive and also be realistic and give parents information they would want to know in the future.  If the parent types in the word "basketball ," they will get some information on basketball about the players, and there he is in Wikipedia.  Say they want to go to the circus, type in the word "circus "and there is a world deaf circus.  So there is all the information.  Lots and lots of different topics.  If they type, if they are interested in football, these are to give parents some basic information about deaf culture and deaf history.  Now, one of the things ‑‑ good, glad we got here.  This is a sight that we developed, several things on here, several we refer people out to.  First one, called sign language games, so, these are flash games that kids can play to learn vocabulary.  So, they see the sign, they put together the puzzle, if I can do it.  And they see the sign again.  Let's go back to the games.  You get the idea how those work.  There are several games if here for kids to learn vocabulary.  These are from way back in the 1980's, do any of you recognize the woman?  Okay, she's lecturing about two rooms down, and this is 25 years ago, so, you should still ‑‑ you will recognize her still.  So, back in the 80's, started getting public domain cartoons and there is voicing of this but it not coming through the computer.  You will get the idea on those.  These are all tools that kids can learn to learn signs and also parents if they want to come to the site with the child, it's all tied together.  This is our way to kind of cheat copyright.  This doesn't have good windows ‑‑ let me see.  Good.  Okay, like I said, this is our way to beat copy right.  Essentially book publishers do not let you do anything with the materials, it's difficult to get rights to do anything, so this was made by a ninth grade technology class six or seven years ago, they were learning to do web pages.  Essentially with this you saw the title of the book and for best use so that the company is not losing any money the kid should have the book in front of them.  Imagine the child has the book and they have seen the introduction, they've seen the title, now they go to page 3 which is in the book ...

Now, since they have the book open in front of them, they have English words in front, they can go over to My sign Link.  They have signing and the English text to signs also.  Let's look at My Sign Link, this is the same dictionary that is on the phone.  Essentially as kids are reading, or anybody who want to use this, they run into words they don't know, vocabulary is one of the biggest problems that the kids have as they read.  Let's go for a fancy word.  Okay, so as the kids read they can look in the book, type in the word and they will find the sign.  Now, we are also trying to do multiple reading words with this and also parents will have those.  Okay?  We are doing everything with pictures in the multiple reading area to give people the notion this is what I want to look for.  You have "bear ".  Now, English is a pain in the neck with multiple meaning words.  So, here is "back, "okay?  That's the list of word that have "back "in them and that is probably not complete.  Now, let's see, okay, you saw the cartoons, the 1980 cartoons with the technology.  This is today's technology, we were able to work with Georgia public television, they had a program for hearing elementary children to learn Spanish, this is called Salsa, the way they designed it caught my eye based on the language learning strategies and techniques they used.  We are now able to implant signers into the videos and this first part is in English but when the program starts is in Spanish, so you have people speaking Spanish and signing sign language, we will let you see a little of that.

You all get the idea of that.  This was all done essentially by volunteers at the Atlanta area for the deaf.  I was grabbing teachers and student and they were obliging to do this.  All the tools that I showed you essentially are for learning sign language, the first one on the phone was the main presentation, SMARTSign.  But these are all can be accessed through the web and you can essentially do what you want to do with them.  I'll open it up to questions and we'll go from there.

>> I saw some of the dictionary you started using animation signing.  The technology, is that going to be advancing that you might not need people for some basic signs?

>> that is probably a good question for a lot of the deaf adults here.  My experience is some people don't like the signing cartoon guys.  What do you all think in here?

She says use people.  Everything here is free.  Okay?  So, the deaf adults here, do you like the signing cartoon people?

>> The animation?

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  The ‑‑ where is a example, when they have the computer programs that use a cartoon person for the signer instead of a real person.

>> It's a real person but it's and I may.

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  Real people are better.  That's why we are staying away from those things.  Yes?

>> The public broadcasting network has some signers they use, it's called Arthur, that's something they have in place.

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  A lot?

>> he has a deaf friend, my son is a coda, he saw the sign language and the children really enjoyed it.

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  It seems the kids like the cartoon signing but adults don't.  Kids won't come complain, that's why we have to please adult people.

>> Maybe for elementary age they might like the cartoon Avitar people but adults would rather see actual people, yes.

>> Just for chairification, this list you have here, all those websites, you can go to one website and get all the hinges.

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  If you go to the one on the card, then you will see on the bottom of that page you will see elf, E‑L‑f.  From here that is all other people's things, we just added the links to those, but the top part are things we made.

>> Do you have more cards?

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  Where are my cards at?  Excuse me.

>> It's the ‑‑

>> I have a question, excuse me, where is the funding from to develop that?  Where did the funding come from?

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  This is all made with volunteers, this started when I was still at the Atlanta area school for the deaf about 1998, okay?  I was working there as a technology specialist that had some time when I was working with computers.  At asd I changed from the language to the technology area, the two came together, so, there is not one penny for this thing.  That is why there are kind of jumps here and there.  We do have some money through SMARTSign that, it's really for the phone but because the dictionary you saw connect to the phone we can use that money.  But Pfft!

>> So anyone can use it?

>> DR. HARLEY HAMILTON:  Please, please, please.

>> It's wonderful.

>> And the App is free?

>> right now the app is only a website.  In the future it will be free.  Except for ‑‑ let's see if can I get to the website.  The website today has kind of crashed, our web person is doing something and never told me, but we have an another project if you stop by our booth downstairs called copy CAT, and the person I work with, his focus is pattern recognition, okay.  Like speech recognition, it's a big thing in computers, so, he wanted to see if he could recognize signs.  Okay?

Now we have a program that ‑‑ two minutes, okay.  We have a program that we worked with some of the kids in the Georgia area, but with about 20 signs and 60 different sentences, it will recognize the kids' signs, so we built a game and the games' really purpose is to help the kids memory skills for language, we can't teach the kids all the language they need but we are trying to make them better language processors, having better memory.  I wish I could show it to you.  The thing that will cost, lucky for us but Microsoft and their Connect now gives us a really nice camera and platform for developing this, so, in the future we are hoping that we only have to make a dvd game for the X‑box and then we can for all people, because the Connect now makes it possible to do that, but that's a few years away.  Anymore questions?  Well, thank you for coming and stop by our booth and you can see more.

[Applause] 
