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>> JIM WAGNER: AT THIS TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK SECRETARY NAPOLITANO TO DELIVER THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS.
DR. NAPOLITANO.
>> JANET NAPOLITANO: THANK YOU.
[ APPLAUSE ]
THANK YOU VERY MUCH, PRESIDENT WAGNER AND IT IS A DELIGHT TO BE HERE AT EMORY.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2011!
GIVE IT UP!
[ APPLAUSE ]
LET ME ECHO WHAT'S BEEN SAID BEFORE.
WHAT YOU ARE RECEIVING TODAY IS THE COMMEMORATION OF A GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT.
YOU SHOULD BE PROUD OF WHAT YOU HAVE ACHIEVED.
YOUR FINALS ARE BEHIND YOU.
CLASS DAY IS OVER.
IT TOOK A LOT OF HARD WORK.
IT TOOK A LOT OF EVERYBODY'S PIZZA.
AND DIET COKE.
I'M SURE NO ONE TRIED TO SNEAK IN A PEPSI ON THIS CAMPUS.
IT TOOK A LOT OF SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT, SO PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT, GRADUATES, TO THANK YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR FRIENDS WHO HELPED YOU ALONG THE WAY.
GIVE IT UP FOR THEM.
[ APPLAUSE ]
NOW, COMMENCEMENTS LIKE THIS ARE ALWAYS A TREAT.
I AM CONSTANTLY AMAZED AND INSPIRED BY THE ENERGY ON A UNIVERSITY CAMPUS AT GRADUATION TIME.
NOW, I'VE BEEN SPEAKING AT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, TALKING ABOUT THE KINDS OF SECURITY CHALLENGES OUR NATION FACES, AND HOW WE WILL SURMOUNT THOSE CHALLENGES.
AND ONE WAY WE ARE GOING TO DO IT IS WITH THE ENERGY, THE INTELLECT, AND THE CREATIVITY OF YOUNG LEADERS LIKE YOU.
AND THIS RINGS PARTICULARLY TRUE AS EMORY CELEBRATES ITS 175th ANNIVERSARY.
WHAT A SPECIAL PLACE YOU ARE RECEIVING A DEGREE FROM.
ACROSS TWO CENTURIES, THIS UNIVERSITY HAS CHALLENGED THE MINDS AND SPIRITS OF ITS STUDENTS.
IT HAS BROADENED OUR COLLECTIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD AROUND US.
I DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT EMORY STUDENTS ARE AMONG THE MOST ACCOMPLISHED AND ENGAGED OF ANY STUDENTS IN THE COUNTRY, AND THIS UNIVERSITY RANKS AMONGST OUR NATION'S FINEST.
NOW, I DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT, BUT THEY ASKED ME TO SPEAK FOR A FEW MINUTES, SO I WILL.
YOU LEAD THE NATION IN AREAS SUCH AS: HIV RESEARCH, NEURO SCIENCE, THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW MEDICINES AND VACCINES.
YOU LEAD IN THE CLASSROOM AND IN THE LABORATORY.
BUT ALSO IN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL INNOVATION.
THAT'S WHY YOU WON THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR GENERAL COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND BOAST ONE OF THE MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE CAMPUSES IN THE UNITED STATES.
NOW  YEAH, THAT'S A GREAT THING.
[ APPLAUSE ]
AND LET'S NOT FORGET YOUR ATHLETIC PROWESS.
AUBURN MAY HAVE GONE UNDEFEATED THIS YEAR, BUT THAT CERTAINLY CANNOT MATCH YOUR 175 YEARS WITHOUT A SINGLE DEFEAT ON THE FOOTBALL FIELD.
[ APPLAUSE ]
THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DON'T HAVE A FOOTBALL TEAM.
NOW, I KNOW FOR MANY OF US, IT'S PROBABLY HARD TO IMAGINE WHAT IT MUST HAVE BEEN LIKE TO BE A STUDENT HERE 175 YEARS AGO.
WHEN EMORY WAS FOUNDED, CHARLES DARWIN WAS STILL SAILING ABOARD THE HMS BEAGLE, WORKING ON HIS THEORY OF EVOLUTION.
THE BATTLE OF THE ALAMO WAS BEING WAGED IN TEXAS.
MARTIN VAN BUREN HAD DEFEATED WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON TO BECOME THE 8th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
AND DOOLEY, THE SOMEWHAT INTERESTING SKELETAL FIGURE FAMOUS ON THIS CAMPUS, WAS PROBABLY STILL ROAMING THE EARTH WITH HIS VITAL ORGANS INTACT.
NOW, I THINK I NEED TO MENTION THAT SINCE I KNOW THAT DOOLEY SOMETIMES MERITS HIS OWN BODY GUARDS, I THOUGHT I SHOULD LET YOU KNOW THAT THE SECRET SERVICE IS PART OF MY DEPARTMENT, AND WE ARE ON YOU ALL THE TIME.
JUST TELLING YOU.
NOW, OF COURSE, IN THOSE EARLY DAYS, THERE WAS NO TWITTER, NO FACEBOOK, NO CNN.
THE RAILROAD AND THE TELEGRAPH WERE STILL A FEW YEARS OFF, AND IT COULD TAKE WEEKS, EVEN MONTHS, FOR NEWS TO ARRIVE FROM AROUND THE WORLD.
IF YOU WANTED TO CHAT WITH YOUR FRIENDS, YOU ACTUALLY HAD TO GO SEE THEM.
YOU ACTUALLY HAD TO LEAVE YOUR DORM ROOM AND GO VISIT WITH THEM.
LIFE WAS MUCH TOUGHER BACK THEN.
AND THE RATE OF CHANGE AND THE KINDS OF CHANGE WE'VE SEEN HAVE ONLY ESCALATED DURING MY OWN LIFETIME.
NOW, THE PARENTS IN THIS AUDIENCE, AND I THINK WE'RE ALL ABOUT THE SAME AGE, WE REMEMBER WHEN WE WERE YOUNG THAT THERE WERE ONLY A FEW CHANNELS ON THE TELEVISION.
AND YOU HAD TO GET UP AND CHANGE THE CHANNEL BY HAND.
NOW SOMEONE LOSES THE REMOTE CONTROL, IT IS A MAJOR CRISIS UNTIL IT IS FOUND AGAIN.
WE PREPARED OUR TERM PAPERS ON TYPEWRITERS.
WE USED A SLIDE RULE.
AND WE WALKED AROUND WITH PUNCH CARDS TO PROGRAM COMPUTERS USING FORTRAN.
OUR FIRST CARS WERE FORD PINTOS.
WE OCCASIONALLY WORE BELL BOTTOMS AND NEHRU JACKETS.
OUR FIRST CELL PHONES LOOKED LIKE WALKIETALKIES.
I MENTION THESE THINGS BECAUSE TODAY, WE LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE CHANGE IS A CERTAINTY, AND WHERE THE PACE OF THAT CHANGE IS GROWING EVER FASTER.
PAST GENERATIONS REALLY COULD NOT BANK ON THE FACT THAT THE WORLD WOULD BE ALL THAT DIFFERENT 4 OR 40 OR 100 YEARS IN THE FUTURE.
BUT WE CAN, AND THIS GIVES US GREATER OPPORTUNITIES TO BE SURE, BUT GREATER RISKS, AS WELL.
YOUR CHALLENGE, AS GRADUATES, WILL BE TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DYNAMISM OF TODAY'S WORLD AND USE YOUR UNIQUE SKILLS TO MAKE IT BETTER.
TO DO THIS, YOU WILL HAVE TO MAINTAIN YOUR EQUILIBRIUM, YOUR SENSE OF SELF, IN SOME TOPSY TURVY CONDITIONS.
JUST LOOK AT THE FOUR YEARS SINCE YOU WERE FRESHMEN, 2007, OUR ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY, MAKING YOUR JOB SEARCHES MUCH DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE SENIORS WHO GRADUATED FOUR YEARS AGO.
DURING THIS TIME, WE'VE HAD A HISTORIC PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN WHICH THE PARTICIPATION OF YOUR GENERATION WAS A MAJOR PART OF HISTORY.
AND ACROSS THE WORLD, WE'VE SEEN MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS, SUCH AS THE RISE OF CHINA AND INDIA, AND THE RECENT DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENTS IN COUNTRIES LIKE EGYPT AND TUNISIA.
BUT APART FROM JUST NOTING SUCH CHANGE, IT'S ALSO IMPORTANT FOR US TO REMEMBER THAT THE RATE OF CHANGE IN OUR WORLD FULFILLS A GREAT ROLE: IT CHALLENGES US, BUT IT ALSO EMPOWERS US TO SHAPE THE WORLD ACCORDING TO HOW WE ENVISION IT.
AND IT CAN OPEN DOORS THAT SOCIETY HAS NEVER BEFORE EVEN IMAGINED.
NOW, TAKE TWITTER, FOR EXAMPLE.
TWITTER DID NOT EVEN EXIST UNTIL 2006, WHEN THE SENIORS GRADUATING TODAY WERE IN HIGH SCHOOL.
NOW IT IS UBIQUITOUS.
YOU'RE PROBABLY TWEETING DURING MY SPEECH, BECAUSE YOU HAVE AN APP FOR TWITTER ON YOUR SMARTPHONE.
IN 2006, WE DIDN'T HAVE AN APP FOR THAT.
WE DIDN'T HAVE AN APP FOR ANYTHING.
CHANGES IN SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE OPPORTUNITIES THEY HAVE CREATED HAVE TOUCHED US ALL, INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE, AT THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.
FOR EXAMPLE, TODAY WE ARE LEVERAGING SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLS LIKE FEMA WHICH HAS A MOBILE WEBSITE TO ENABLE VICTIMS OF DISASTERS, INCLUDING SURVIVORS OF THE RECENT TORNADOES RIGHT HERE IN GEORGIA AND ACROSS ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI, THE ENTIRE SOUTHEAST, BUT IT ENABLES THEM TO REGISTER FOR FEMA ASSISTANCE RIGHT FROM THEIR SMARTPHONE.
THAT'S JUST ONE OF THE MANY EXAMPLES WE COULD CITE.
SO ALL OF YOU FACE THIS CHALLENGE TO SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY OF CHANGE, EVEN THOUGH ALL OF YOU WILL GO ON TO DO MANY DIFFERENT THINGS.
FOR SOME OF YOU, THE NEXT FOUR YEARS OF CHANGE WILL MEAN MOVING VERY FAR AWAY, AND DOING THINGS YOU NEVER THOUGHT YOU WOULD DO, SUCH AS WAKING UP BEFORE 10:00 IN THE MORNING.
YOU KNOW OF WHICH I SPEAK.
MY OWN CAREER HAS TAKEN ME FROM LAW SCHOOL AND LEGAL PRACTICE TO ELECTED OFFICE, AND TODAY TO HEADING A MASSIVE GOVERNMENT AGENCY WITH MORE THAN 230,000 EMPLOYEES.
WILL THERE'S NO EXACT FORMAT FOR THAT BUT ALL ALONG I'VE HAD A STRONG INTEREST IN COMMUNITY SERVICE, IN PUBLIC SERVICE AND THAT HAS NEVER WANED, AND I HOPE THAT ALL OF YOU, NO MATTER WHERE YOUR CAREERS TAKE YOU, WILL GIVE THOUGHT TO HOW YOUR UNIQUE TALENTS CAN HELP SERVE THE COMMON GOOD.
THERE ARE ALWAYS OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE DOCTORS OR LAWYERS TO DO THE IMPORTANT WORK OF GIVING BACK TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.
BUT THERE ARE ALSO NEEDS FOR PEOPLE WITH ALL KINDS OF TALENTS TO PARTICIPATE AND TO VOLUNTEER.
IT IS CRITICAL THAT WE HAVE PEOPLE WILLING TO GIVE THEIR TILE TO DO THINGS LIKE HELP CHILDREN LEARN, OR, AS WE'VE SEEN ACROSS THE SOUTH IN RECENT WEEKS, TO HELP WITH ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE RED CROSS TO ASSIST AFTER A DISASTER.
THIS POINTS OUT THE FACT THAT YOUR COMMUNITIES NEED YOU, AND WE ALSO NEED YOU IN GOVERNMENT ITSELF.
WE NEED OUR BEST AND BRIGHTEST GRADUATES WORKING ON TODAY'S CHALLENGES, AND THERE ARE MANY, FROM PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF PANDEMIC DISEASE TO COUNTERING THE EVEREVOLVING THREATS OF TERRORISM, TO REDUCING THE IMPACT OF MAJOR DISASTERS, TO ENSURING A SAFE AND SECURE CYBERSPACE.
WE ALSO NEED MORE EXPERTS IN SCIENCE OR BUSINESS OR ENGINEERING, WHATEVER YOUR FIELD INVOLVED IN POLICYMAKING.
WE NEED A DIVERSITY OF TALENT SO THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN A COMPLEX DISASTER OCCURS, LIKE LAST YEAR'S BP OIL SPILL, WE CAN IMMEDIATELY MARSHAL BIOLOGISTS, OCEANOLOGISTS, PHYSICISTS, ENGINEERS AND A MYRIAD OF OTHERS TO DEAL WITH ALL OF THE ISSUES PRESENTED.
MY HOPE IS THAT SOMEDAY WE WILL COME TO SEE PUBLIC SERVICE AS A COMMON EVEN STANDARD PART OF ANY CAREER PATH, WHETHER IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, IN ACADEMIA, OR ELSEWHERE.
THERE SHOULDN'T BE HIGH WALLS BETWEEN PUBLIC SERVICE AND OTHER FIELDS.
IT SHOULD BE THE NORM FOR PEOPLE FROM OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT TO WORK INSIDE THE GOVERNMENT TO HELP SOLVE OUR SOCIETY'S PRESSING PROBLEMS.
SO NO MATTER WHAT CAREER PATH YOU BEGIN ON, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO SPEND A FEW YEARS OF YOUR ADULT LIVES IN GOVERNMENT APPLYING YOUR PARTICULAR TALENTS AND EXPERTISE TO A PUBLIC CHALLENGE.
THIS IS THE VISION OF PUBLIC SERVICE WE ARE TRYING TO PROMOTE, AND THAT WILL NEED YOUR GENERATION TO MOVE FORWARD.
SO AS YOU EMBARK ON THE NEXT PHASES OF YOUR LIVES, I HOPE SOME OF YOU WILL CONSIDER SPENDING SOME TIME IN GOVERNMENT, IN PUBLIC SERVICE, EVEN THOUGH AT TIMES IT MAY SEEM LIKE IN OUR GOVERNMENT, WE CAN'T EVEN AGREE ABOUT THE SOURCE OF OUR OWN DISAGREEMENTS.
BUT IF YOU WOULD PERMIT ME TO CLOSE WITH ONE LAST PIECE OF ADVICE: DO NOT FALL FOR A CYNICAL VIEW.
DEMOCRACY IN A BIG COUNTRY LIKE OURS HAS ALWAYS BEEN NOISY.
IT'S ALWAYS BEEN CONTENTIOUS.
IF YOU THINK ATTACK ADS ARE BAD TODAY, EVEN THE MOST REVERED FIGURES IN OUR HISTORY DEALT WITH THE ROUGH NATURE OF DEMOCRACY.
PRECISELY BECAUSE THE STAKES ARE SO HIGH AND THE ISSUES ARE SO IMPORTANT.
WHEN JOHN ADAMS RAN FOR PRESIDENT IN THE ELECTION OF 1800, HE WAS CALLED, QUOTE, QUERULOUS, BALD, BLIND, CRIPPLED AND TOOTHLESS AND FOR THE RECORD HIS ALLIES SHOT BACK THAT IF THOMAS JEFFERSON WERE ELECTED, QUOTE, THE SOIL WOULD BE SOAKED IN BLOOD AND THE NATION BLACK WITH CRIMES.
THAT WAS IN 1800.
NOW, THANKFULLY, IT DIDN'T EXACTLY WORK OUT THAT WAY.
AND THE POINT IS THAT YOU SHOULDN'T BE AFRAID TO DIVE IN.
EMORY HAS PREPARED YOU WELL FOR ALL OF THE CHALLENGES OF A VIBRANT AND CONTENTIOUS DEMOCRACY.
INDEED, AS MANY OF YOU KNOW, ON ONE OF THE PILLARS OF THE BEAUTIFUL GATE HERE ON CAMPUS, THERE ARE TWO INSCRIPTIONS.
THE QUOTES ARE ATTRIBUTED TO ATICUS GREEN HAYGOOD WHO GRADUATED FROM EMORY COLLEGE IN 1859, AND SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF EMORY FROM 1875 TO 1884.
THE FIRST INSCRIPTION SAYS, QUOTE, NOTHING PRAISES OR PLEASES GOD LIKE SERVICE.
AND THE SECOND SAYS, QUOTE, LET US STAND BY WHAT IS GOOD AND TRY TO MAKE IT BETTER.
TO ME, THESE QUOTES ARE AS TIMELY NOW AS THEY WERE THEN.
NOW IT IS YOUR TURN TO TAKE WHAT YOU FIND IN THE WORLD AND MAKE IT BETTER.
AND TO COMMENCE THIS NEXT EXCITING PHASE OF YOUR LIVES.
YOU WILL FIND THAT EMORY HAS PREPARED YOU WITH MORE THAN ACADEMIC KNOWLEDGE.
THIS UNIVERSITY HAS ALSO PREPARED YOU IN WAYS THAT YOU DIDN'T NECESSARILY EXPECT, AND THAT WILL ONLY REVEAL THEMSELVES OVER TIME.
THE VALUE OF AN EMORY EDUCATION CANNOT BE MEASURED IN DOLLARS ALONE.
IT MUST BE MEASURED IN HAVING THE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS THAT OUR EVERCHANGING SOCIETY DEMANDS.
SO YOU HAVE THAT EDUCATION.
YOU ARE ABOUT TO BE RECEIVING YOUR DEGREES.
TAKE THAT KNOWLEDGE AND TAKE THAT EMORY INSPIRATION AND HELP US APPLY IT TO THE COMMUNITY, TO THE COMMON GOOD.
I WISH ALL OF YOU THE BEST IN WHATEVER THE FUTURE HOLDS.
I WISH ALL OF YOU THE BEST OF LUCK, SMOOTH WINDS AND FAIR SAILING.
THANK YOU FOR HAVING ME WITH YOU TODAY.
GIVE IT UP TO THE CLASS OF 2011!

