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>> DR. MARK BECKER: AT THIS TIME, IT IS MY DISTINCT PRIVILEGE TO INTRODUCE YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, THE 39th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE HONORABLE JIMMY CARTER.
[ APPLAUSE ] 
JAMES EARL CARTER, JR. WAS BORN IN 1924, IN PLAINS, GEORGIA.
PEANUT FARMING, TALK OF POLITICS, AND DEVOTION TO THE BAPTIST FAITH WERE MAINSTAYS OF HIS UPBRINGING.
UPON GRADUATION IN 1946 FROM THE NAVAL ACADEMY IN ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND, CARTER MARRIED ROSALYNN SMITH.
WE ARE PLEASED THAT MRS. CARTER 
IS ALSO WITH US TODAY. 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
AFTER SERVING AS A NAVAL OFFICER, MR. CARTER RETURNED TO 
GEORGIA AND ENTERED POLITICS IN 1962. 
EIGHT YEARS LATER, HE WAS ELECTED GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA.
IN 1976, MR. CARTER WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
WHILE IN OFFICE, PRESIDENT CARTER WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS, INCLUDING THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES, THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS AND THE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL.
HE ALSO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF U.S.
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.
ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT, HIS ADMINISTRATION'S ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDED A COMPREHENSIVE NEW ENERGY PROGRAM, MAJOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS UNDER A NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AND MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION LEGISLATION.
TODAY, PRESIDENT CARTER IS ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN RUNNING THE 
CARTER CENTER HERE IN ATLANTA, A NONPARTISAN, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT HAS ADVANCED PEACE AND HEALTH IN MORE THAN 70 NATIONS.
IN FACT, IN 2002, THE NORWEGIAN NOBEL
COMMITTEE AWARDED THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE TO MR. CARTER "FOR HIS DECADES OF UNTIRING EFFORT TO FIND PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS, TO ADVANCE DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, AND TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT."
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE WELCOME YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, THE 39th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE HONORABLE JIMMY CARTER. 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
>> THANK YOU.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MARK, FOR THAT NICE INTRODUCTION.
EARLIER THIS WEEK I WAS INTERVIEWED BY SUZANNE MALVEAUX WITH CNN FOR ABOUT AN HOUR AND SHE SHOWED EXCERPTS OF THAT ALL DURING THE WEEK.
ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING THINGS SHE ASKED ME WAS, WHAT IS THE BEST TIME OF YOUR LIFE?
WAS IT WHEN YOU WERE A CHILD ON THE FARM OR WHEN YOU WERE IN THE NAVY OR A SUBMARINER?
OR WAS IT WHEN YOU WERE STATE SENATOR OR GOVERNMENT?
I SAID NO, IT'S NOW.
AND SHE SAID, CAN YOU EXPLAIN IT TO ME?
I SAID WELL, I CAN EXPLAIN IT BEST BY REFERRING TO A NEW YORKER MAGAZINE CARTOON LAST YEAR, THIS LITTLE BOY IS LOOKING UP AT HIS FATHER, AND HE SAYS DADDY, WHEN I GROW UP, I WANT TO BE A FORMER PRESIDENT.
WELL, I'M A FORMER PRESIDENT.
AND IT'S A GREAT HONOR FOR ME AND A PLEASURE TO
PARTICIPATE IN THIS GRADUATION EXERCISE IN A UNIVERSITY THAT HAS BECOME MORE AND MORE IMPORTANT TO ME AS THE YEARS HAVE GONE BY.
WHEN I WAS GOVERNOR, I SAW GEORGIA STATE'S GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR STATE, AND I'VE SEEN ITS MUCH GREATER POTENTIAL REALIZED IN RECENT YEARS.
I NEVER DREAMED THAT YOU WOULD HAVE A FOOTBALL SEASON AND HAVE A VICTORIOUS SEASON THE FIRST YEAR YOU HAD A TEAM.
[ APPLAUSE ] 
ALSO, GEORGIA STATE HAS DONE A FINE JOB OF EDUCATING MY CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN.
TWO OF THEM ARE IN THIS CLASS.
AND I'M VERY PROUD OF THEM AND YOU HELPING THEM GET THROUGH THE CURRICULUM. 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
WHEN THE CARTER CENTER SPONSORED THE ATLANTA PROJECT IN 1990, GEORGIA STATE, WITH ITS SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE URBAN AREA, WAS 
AND YOUR GENERIC KNOWLEDGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS WAS A KEY PARTNER WITH US.
WE TARGETED 500,000 OF ATLANTA'S POOREST AND MOST DESTITUTE CITIZENS.
WE DIVIDED THEM INTO 20. 
CLUSTER COMMUNITIES OF 25,000 EACH, AND RECRUITED A MAJOR CORPORATION AND A UNIVERSITY TO 
SPONSOR OR WORK WITH EVERY ONE OF THE COMMUNITIES.
IT TRANSFORMED THEIR LIVES.
AT THE END OF 5 YEARS 15 OF 20 HAD MADE MAJOR STRIDES TOWARDS SELF RELIANCE AND
GEORGIA STATE ADOPTED THE OTHER FOUR FOR MORE SUSTAINED SUPPORT.
THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY ENDOWS ITS GRADUATES WITH SOME OF ITS UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES.
HAVING ATTENDED FOUR 
UNIVERSITIES MYSELF, I ONLY GRADUATED FROM ONE.
I KNOW THAT GRADUATION CLASSES HAVE THEIR MINDS ON THINGS OTHER THAN SPEECHES.
SO I'VE DECIDED TO BUILD MY BRIEF REMARKS AROUND TWO ILLUSTRATIONS WHICH A FEW OF YOU, NOT MANY, WILL REMEMBER.
FIRST OF ALL, IS ABOUT A STUDENT WHO WAS KIND OF A WISE GUY.
HE THOUGHT HE KNEW MORE THAN HIS PROFESSORS.
I'M SURE NONE OF YOU FELT THAT WAY.
AND WE HAD, HE HAD A FRESHMAN PHYSICS EXAMINATION, AND THE QUESTION WAS:
HOW DO YOU MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF A BUILDING WITH A BAROMETER?
AND ON HIS EXAMINATION PAPER SAID, THERE'S SO MANY WAYS TO DO THAT, I DON'T KNOW WHICH YOU WANT.
SO THE PROFESSOR GAVE HIM A FAILING GRADE.
AND THE STUDENT APPEALED TO THE PROFESSOR.
SO THE PROFESSOR CALLED HIM IN.
HE SAID OKAY, YOU'RE SUCH A WISE GUY, WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS?
HE SAID WELL, THAT'S NOT THE MOST ACCURATE WAY TO MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF A BUILDING WITH A BAROMETER.
I KNOW YOU CAN TAKE IT TO THE GROUND AND YOU CAN TAKE THE ATMOSPHERIC READING AND GO TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDING AND TAKE ANOTHER ATMOSPHERIC READING AND YOU CAN COMPUTE THE APPROXIMATE HEIGHT.
THE PROFESSOR SAID THAT'S RIGHT.
THAT'S ALL.
THE STUDENT SAID NO IT'S NOT.
SAID YOU CAN ALSO TAKE THE BAROMETER, PUT IT ON THE GROUND, MEASURE ITS HEIGHT, MEASURE THE LENGTH OF ITS SHADOW, MEASURE THE LENGTH OF THE SHADOW OF THE BUILDING AND YOU CAN COMPUTE THE HEIGHT OF THE BUILDING.
HE SAID, THAT'S APPROXIMATELY CORRECT.
BUT THERE'S A BETTER WAY STILL.
AND THE PROFESSOR SAID WHAT IS IT?
HE SAID YOU COULD TAKE THE BAROMETER TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDING, TAKE A STOP WATCH, DROP THE BAROMETER, MEASURE HOW LONG IT TAKES TO HIT THE GROUND, AND YOU CAN COMPUTE THE HEIGHT OF THE BUILDING.
HE SAID, BUT THAT'S STILL NOT THE MOST ACCURATE WAY.
THE PROFESSOR WAS GETTING INTRIGUED BUT ALSO AGGRAVATED.
HE SAID, WELL, CAN YOU TELL ME ONE MORE WAY?
HE SAID YES, THIS IS THE MOST ACCURATE OF ALL.
TAKE THE BAROMETER TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDING.
TIE A STRING TO IT, LOWER IT TO THE GROUND, AND MEASURE THE LENGTH OF THE STRING.
THE PROFESSOR SAID, WELL, YOU'RE A WISE GUY ALL RIGHT.
I'M KIND OF EQUIVOCAL.
THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE CAME BY AND HE WAS IN THE BUSINESS SCHOOL.
SO HE LISTENED TO THE ARGUMENT AND FINALLY HE SAID OKAY, IF YOU TELL ME SOMETHING THAT APPLIES TO BUSINESS, I'LL GET THE PROFESSOR TO GIVE YOU A GOOD GRADE.
HE SAID THAT'S EASY, SIR.
I'LL TAKE THIS NICE BAROMETER TO THE BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT AND I'LL SAY I'LL GIVE YOU THIS WONDERFUL BAROMETER IF YOU'LL LOOK ON THE BLUEPRINT AND TELL ME HOW HIGH THAT BUILDING IS.
WELL, THE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM THIS STORY IS THAT WE NEED ALWAYS TO CONSTANTLY STRETCH OUR MINDS AND ALSO TO STRETCH OUR HEARTS.
TO EXPLORE NEW IDEAS, AND NOT TO BE BOUND BY CUSTOM.
THAT'S ONE ILLUSTRATION.
THE OTHER ONE IS AN ACCOUNT OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AND THE MOST I WOULD SAY UNFORGETTABLE INTERVIEW OF MY LIFE, WHICH TOOK PLACE EXACTLY 60 YEARS AGO.
IN 1951.
ADMIRAL RICKOVER HAD DECIDED THAT NUCLEAR POWER COULD BE USED TO PROPEL SHIPS.
IT WAS A TOP-SECRET IDEA.
AND RICKOVER AND ALL THE NAVY WAS LOOKING FOR TWO YOUNG OFFICERS TO HEAD UP THE PLANNING PROGRAM AND TO DEVELOP TWO NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS.
ONE USING LIQUID WATER TO GO IN AND BRING OUT THE HEAT AND THE OTHER ONE TO USE LIQUID SODIUM TO GO IN AND BRING OUT THE HEAT.
SO EVERY YOUNG SUBMARINER IN THE NAVY WANTED THESE JOBS.
SO HE CALLED ME IN FOR AN INTERVIEW.
HE WAS SITTING IN A VERY LUXURIOUS CHAIR BEHIND A BIG DESK AND I WAS SITTING ON A STRAIGHT CHAIR IN FRONT OF HIM.
ALL THE LEGS WERE CUT OFF OF THE STRAIGHT CHAIR.
AND I FOUND OUT LATER THAT THE TWO FRONT LEGS WERE CUT OFF TWO INCHES SHORTER THAN THE BACK LEGS SO I FELT LIKE I WAS SLIDING OFF THE CHAIR ALL THE TIME HE WAS INTERVIEWING ME.
SO HE BEGAN TO ASK ME ONE QUESTION ABOUT ANOTHER ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS.
I THOUGHT I WAS VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS SO I BEGAN TO GIVE HIM ANSWERS.
EVERY TIME HE ASKED ME QUESTIONS SO ADVANCED THAT I COULDN'T ANSWER.
HE ASKED ME ABOUT LITERATURE.
WHAT BOOKS HAVE YOU READ?
AND I SAID I READ ALL KIND OF BOOKS, ADMIRAL.
HE SAID GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE SO I'D GIVE HIM AN EXAMPLE.
HE WOULD ASK ME QUESTION AFTER QUESTION UNTIL HE PROVED THAT I DIDN'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT LITERATURE.
THEN HE TURNED TO MUSIC.
SAID, LIEUTENANT, WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO YOU LIKE?
SIR, I LIKE COUNTRY MUSIC, I LIKE CLASSICAL MUSIC.
WHAT KIND OF CLASSICAL MUSIC?
I WOULD SAY, TRYING TO THINK, OPERA.
WHAT OPERATIC COMPOSER IS YOUR FAVORITE?
I THOUGHT ABOUT WAGNER.
I SAID WAGNER.
WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE ONE OF WAGNER'S OPERA'S?
TRISTAN AND ISOLDE.
WHAT'S THE NAME OF THE FINAL MOVEMENT?
I DIDN'T KNOW THAT.
I WAS IN A COLD SWEAT.
FINALLY HE ASKED ME A QUESTION I THOUGHT I COULD MAYBE REDEEM MYSELF.
HE SAID HOW DO YOU STAND IN YOUR CLASS AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY?
AND I SWELLED UP WITH PRIDE, I HAD DONE FAIRLY WELL AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY BECAUSE I FINISHED MY SECOND YEAR AT GEORGIA TECH BEFORE I WENT TO THE NAVAL ACADEMY SO I SAID SIR, I SAID SO AND SO IN A CLASS OF 865.
I DIDN'T MAKE ANY IMPRESSION ON HIM.
HE LOOKED AT ME I FOUND OUT LATER HE STOOD NUMBER ONE IN HIS CLASS.
BUT THEN HE SAID, DID YOU DO YOUR BEST?
AND I THOUGHT ABOUT THE TIME I WAS AT THE ACADEMY.
OUR COUNTRY WAS AT WAR.
AND I SPENT A LOT OF TIME LISTENING TO MUSIC, READING BOOKS.
I WOULD GO ACROSS THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BAY AND I WOULD LEARN HOW TO FLY AIRPLANES.
AND I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY.
AND FINALLY I LOOKED AT HIM AND I SAID NO, SIR, I DIDN'T ALWAYS DO MY BEST.
AND HE STARED AT ME WITH COLD EYES.
AND FINALLY HE SAID, WHY NOT?
I SAT THERE FOR A LONG TIME.
AND THEN HE TURNED HIS CHAIR AROUND TO END THE INTERVIEW, AND BEGAN TO WORK ON SOME PAPERS ON A TABLE BEHIND.
AND I FINALLY GOT UP AND STUMBLED OUT OF THE ROOM.
I GOT THE JOB.
PROBABLY BECAUSE I TOLD HIM THE TRUTH.
I DIDN'T ALWAYS DO MY BEST. 
THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION SHOULD APPLY TO OUR OWN PERSONAL LIVES AND ALSO TO THE SOCIETY WITHIN WHICH WE LIVE.
I'M GRATEFUL FOR MY MILITARY AND POLITICAL CAREERS, AND I'M GRATEFUL TO THE NATION THAT I WAS CHOSEN TO LEAD DURING SOME DIFFICULT YEARS.
AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF OUR COUNTRY.
THE REALIZATION OF OUR FOREFATHERS' DREAMS.
BUT I HAVE TO SAY THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE UTILIZED AMERICA'S GREAT NATURAL RESOURCES, ACCESS TO WARM OCEANS, RELATIVELY FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS, A HETEROGENEOUS
POPULATION, AND A PIONEERING SPIRIT TO STRIVE FOR A MORE PERFECT UNION.
NOW, MORE THAN AT ANY TIME IN HISTORY, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS THE PREEMINENT MILITARY POWER ON EARTH.
THERE HAS BEEN A DOWNWARD TREND IN WORLDWIDE EXPENDITURES FOR 
THE MILITARY IN THE LAST 20 YEARS BUT THE UNITED STATES HAS CONTINUED TO INCREASE ITS MILITARY BUDGET.
IT NOW EXCEEDS THOSE OF THE NEXT 20 NATIONS. 
THE NEXT LARGEST MILITARY BUDGET IS CHINA'S, WHICH IS JUST 1/6 AS LARGE AS OURS, SO THE ONLY ARMS RACE IS ONE THAT WE ARE HAVING WITH OURSELVES.
ONE REASON FOR THIS ENORMOUS EXPENDITURE IS THAT AT LEAST 300,000 OF OUR TROOPS ARE STATIONED IN MORE THAN 120 COUNTRIES, WITH MILITARY BASES IN 63 OF THEM.
SINCE I LEFT OFFICE, AMERICAN 
PRESIDENTS HAVE USED THESE MILITARY FORCES IN COMBAT ABOUT 50 TIMES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
14 OF THESE HAVE BEEN MAJOR ENGAGEMENTS. 
IT IS GOOD TO KNOW THAT OUR DEFENSES AGAINST A CONVENTIONAL ATTACK ARE IMPREGNABLE, AND IMPERATIVE THAT AMERICA REMAIN VIGILANT AGAINST THREATS FROM TERRORISTS.
I'M PARTICULARLY PROUD AS A NAVY MAN OF THE NAVY SEALS. 
[ APPLAUSE ] 
IN ADDITION TO SUPPLYING OUR OWN MILITARY FORCES, AMERICA'S ARMS MANUFACTURERS AND THOSE OF OUR ALLIES PROVIDE 80% OF WEAPON SALES ON THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET.
80%.
WE ARE THEREFORE ASSUMED TO BE THE WORLD'S SUPERPOWER BUT AS WITH A HUMAN BEING, A NATION'S ADMIRABLE CHARACTERISTICS ARE NOT DEFINED BY PHYSICAL PROWESS. 
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE AMERICA THAT YOU WILL SHAPE, WE MIGHT ASK, "WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A SUPERPOWER?"
ONCE AGAIN, THEY MIGHT WELL MIRROR THOSE OF A PERSON, AND WOULD INCLUDE A DEMONSTRABLE COMMITMENT TO TRUTH, PEACE, JUSTICE, FREEDOM, HUMAN RIGHTS, GENEROSITY, AND UTILIZING THE 
INNATE CHARACTERISTICS OR TALENTS OF EVERY CITIZEN. 
THERE IS NO INHERENT REASON THAT OUR POWERFUL COUNTRY CANNOT BE THE INTERNATIONAL PARAGON OF THESE VIRTUES.
WHENEVER PEOPLE IN ANY NATION FACE A CHALLENGE OR A PROBLEM, THEY SHOULD NATURALLY LOOK TO 
WASHINGTON AS A PARTNER OR AS A STERLING EXAMPLE. 
OUR GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE KNOWN AS OPPOSED TO WAR, DEDICATED TO THE RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES BY PEACEFUL MEANS AND, WHENEVER POSSIBLE, EAGER TO EXERT OUR TREMENDOUS CAPABILITY AND INFLUENCE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL FOR OTHERS.
AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, MANY SEE US AS THE MOST WARLIKE OF NATIONS. 
WE SHOULD BE SEEN AS THE UNSWERVING CHAMPION OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS, BOTH AMONG OUR OWN CITIZENS AND WITHIN THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY.
ALL TOO OFTEN THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN IN BED WITH DICTATORS FOR POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES, YES.
IN LATIN AMERICA IN THE PREVIOUS CENTURY AND MORE RECENTLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST.
AMERICA SHOULD BE THE FOCAL
POINT AROUND WHICH OTHER NATIONS OF ALL KINDS COULD MARSHAL TO COMBAT THREATS OF GLOBAL WARMING AND TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF OUR COMMON ENVIRONMENT.
WE ARE NOW ONE OF THE MOST RECALCITRANT IN DEALING WITH THIS MAJOR CHALLENGE.
WE SHOULD BE IN THE FOREFRONT OF PROVIDING HUMANE ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE IN NEED, WILLING TO LEAD OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS IN SHARING SOME OF OUR GREAT WEALTH WITH THOSE THAT ARE DESTITUTE.
AMERICANS ARE SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT WE GIVE LESS THAN 1/4 OF ONE PERCENT OF OUR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. 
ANOTHER MORE RECENT DEVELOPMENT 
SINCE I LEFT OFFICE
IS THAT AMERICANS NOW HAVE A HIGHER CHANCE TO BE IN PRISON THAN CITIZENS OF ANY OTHER NATION, 21% HIGHER THAN SECOND PLACE RUSSIA AND MORE THAN FIVE 
TIMES AS GREAT AS THE AVERAGE COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. 
IN ADDITION, OUR PEOPLE SHOULD BE BLESSED WITH UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE, AND A SUPERB SYSTEM OF EDUCATION.
[ APPLAUSE ] 
OUR GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE, NOT 
LOADING OUR CHILDREN AND
GRANDCHILDREN WITH BURDENS OF OUR PROFLIGATE INDEBTEDNESS.
I AM NOT CRITICIZING OR CONDEMNING THE NATION I SERVED IN THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL 
OFFICE, WHICH I REALLY LOVE, BUT TO OUTLINE SOME OF THE COMBINED
CHALLENGES, AND ESPECIALLY 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT YOU FACE AS FUTURE LEADERS. 
IN ACHIEVING ALL THESE GOALS, OUR GREAT COUNTRY SHOULD STRIVE TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER NATIONS, MOST OF WHICH SHARE THESE SAME FUNDAMENTAL IDEALS.
WE SHOULD ALSO BE WILLING TO COMMUNICATE WITH THOSE WHO DIFFER WITH US ON SOME ISSUES.
RECENTLY FOR INSTANCE I'VE BEEN IN CUBA AND JUST NOT BACK FROM NORTH KOREA.
IN NORTH KOREA WE WON'T EVEN TALK TO THEM.
IN ACHIEVING ALL THESE GOALS OUR GREAT COUNTRY SHOULD STRIVE TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER NATIONS MOST OF WHICH SHARE THESE SAME IDEALS, AS I SAID. 
THERE WOULD BE NO REAL SACRIFICE IN EXEMPLIFYING THESE TRAITS.
INSTEAD, OUR OWN WELLBEING WOULD BE ENHANCED BY INCURRING MAXIMUM TRUST, ADMIRATION, AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG OTHER PEOPLES.
AT THE SAME TIME, ALL AMERICANS COULD BE UNITED AT HOME IN A COMMON COMMITMENT TO REVIVE AND NOURISH THE HISTORIC POLITICAL AND MORAL VALUES THAT WE HAVE ESPOUSED AND FOR WHICH WE HAVE STRUGGLED DURING THE PAST TWO AND A HALF CENTURIES.
AS WE CONSTANTLY EXPLORE NEW IDEAS ABOUT HOW TO USE 
BAROMETERS TO MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF A BUILDING, AS WELL AS ABOUT PERSONAL AND NATIONAL ISSUES, WE SHOULD ALSO ALWAYS ASK OURSELVES THE QUESTION THAT ADMIRAL RICKOVER PROPOSED TO ME AS A YOUNG NAVAL OFFICER?
WHY NOT THE BEST?
THANK YOU. 
[ APPLAUSE ] 

