Howard Rosenblum's Farewell Reception
February 19, 2011

>>Karen: If I can have everyone's attention for a minute, please.  If you are comfortable standing up, please stand up.  If you need a chair, we'll give you a minute to find a chair.  I would like to welcome you all this evening.  My name is Karen Aguilar and I'm the Executive Director of Midwest Center on Law and the Deaf.  MCLD was founded by Howard -- where is Howard?  Is he here somewhere?  Is he hiding in the back?  MCLD was founded by Howard in 1997 to make sure that people who are deaf and hard of hearing had access to the legal system and the courts.  That's why we are here today, to celebrate what Howard has done in his work as an attorney in Illinois.  Howard was the founder of MCLD and the chair of our board until last week when he had to step down because he will be running as CEO of the NAD, national association of the deaf.  Quick applause for Howard.

[Applause]

>>Karen: Talk to your neighbor for a minute.  Everybody say I love you to Howard.  Smile at Howard.  Smile for the camera, everyone.

I'm going to yell.  Can everybody hear me?  If you can't hear me and you're hearing, let me know and I can yell louder.

>> I can't hear you.

>>Karen: There's captioning and an interpreter.

>> The captioner can't hear you.

>>Karen: The captioner can't hear me.  Can everybody hear me?  Testing.  Beautiful.

All right.  Do over.  It's a do over.  Welcome, everyone.  Sorry for the delay.  Hopefully everybody can hear me who is hearing.  As I said, Howard was the founder of MCLD and the chair of our board until last week when our board elected a new chair, Bob Michels and a new vice chair, Rachel.  I would like to invite her up to say a few words on behalf of the board.

>>Rachel: Can everybody see me?  My name is Rachel Arfa.  I'm the vice chair of MCLD board.  Thank you for all being here tonight.  Before I make a few remarks, I first of all want to recognize the other members of the board who are here this evening.  First, Carolyn Neumann, who is right next to me.  The next board member is Dan Felix.  Where is he?

>> I'm over here.

>>Rachel: He's over on this side, on the side of the screen.  He just joined at a recent board meeting.  Thank you very much.  He just resigned from the board -- interpreter error.  Next is Neil Levine, right here down front.  Kevin Smith, who is on the other side.  Jon Rollins, who is near the entrance to the room.  And the last board member who is here this evening is Lisa Roth.  Lisa Roth, who is the treasurer.  So if you have any questions about MCLD, please let us know.  If you have any questions about MCLD or you want to support MCLD or want to contact any of the members of the board or myself, any one of us would be happy to help you.  Now, this evening our chair, Bob Michels is a partner at the law firm of Winston & Strawn. Unfortunately, he wasn't able to be here tonight.  He did give me some remarks he wanted me to read to you this evening.

Dear Howard, both personally and on behalf of the MCLD board, I want to offer my congratulations and thanks for all that you have given to others through your professional career and for all you have done through your work with the MCLD.  You have been a great leader and an inspiration to all of us on the board.  Indeed, you have been an inspiration to everyone in the community that MCLD represents and serves, both in the legal community as well as in the deaf community.

We are proud of the way you have never let the fact that you are deaf limit you as a lawyer or as a person.  You founded MCLD out of your desire to give back to the deaf community and to help the legal community stand up and take notice of the rights of the deaf.  Your commitment to the MCLD and its purpose has been unwavering over the years.

You have shown many of the qualities that have shaped very successful leaders.  You started with a great vision for a small organization.  You kept a true passion for your work.  You have been relentless and dedicated in your efforts.  This includes your efforts with respect to fundraising to keep the organization functioning and serving the community, even when times were tough and the doors were slammed shut or calls and requests went unanswered.  In working with the board on those on whom the MCLD called for support, you have always sought and considered the opinions of others, listened to what others have to say, and remained open-minded and flexible.  All of these qualities have served you well at the MCLD, and we are sure that they will serve you well in your future endeavors as well.

I regret that due to a prior commitment I am out of town and could not be there tonight to celebrate personally with you.  On behalf of myself and the MCLD board, I wish you the best as you start your new position with the National Association for the Deaf.  We know you will have continued great success.  All the best, Bob Michels.
[Applause]

>>Rachel: I want to add some comments myself.  Something that you may not know, my first job out of college was an internship at MCLD and I was offered that opportunity to be an intern.  I wasn't sure what I wanted to do when I had to figure that out.  I was just starting my work at MCLD and I was exposed to lawyers and to the deaf and hard of hearing community, also to the deaf legal community.  I had the chance to work with Howard and working with our Executive Director Karen.  I left that internship and moved on to work for other lawyers.  But that experience I took with me to law school.  That was 11 years ago.  Hard to believe.  And now I am proud to serve on that MCLD board of directors as vice chair and today to be able to satisfy the needs of the deaf and hard of hearing community as a deaf attorney and also to educate the legal community, to meet those needs along the way and become a stronger organization and continue to grow.  You have been a wonderful mentor, Howard.  When I have a challenge or need career advice, Howard has always provided feedback and suggestions, been very encouraging in my career as a deaf attorney.  I know that I am not the only attorney that Howard has been a mentor for.  Howard says there are about 300 deaf attorneys in the United States, and I think Howard has given advice to at least half of them.  So from the deaf attorney community, we thank you for all the contributions in making the legal world a better place to be and inspiring so many of us.  So thank you very much.  

>> The board has a gift for you.  So if the board could join me to present the gift to Howard.

[Applause]

>> I will take on the government with this and off to the Capitol with this new briefcase.

>> Thank you so much we have another person that we would like to have speak.  The next person that we would like to have speak is Rabbi Doug Goldhammer, so if you could, please come up on stage.  Also, I want to thank all of you for coming this evening as well.  Can everybody please keep their voices down a little bit?  Could we please have rabbi Goldhammer?  Here he is.

>>Rabbi G: When I came to Chicago in 1972, I was at that time a young man.  And Howard, yeah you were even very, very young.  Howard's smile -- then Howard's parents, Judy and Allan, are founding members of our congregation.  They brought Howard to study with me Hebrew and we studied and studied and then we began preparing for his bar mitzvah.  I don't know if you know that it's very, very difficult.  You have to study.  You have to read the text.  You have to memorize the meaning of the words.  Howard meticulously did this and then two days or three days before his bar mitzvah, I got sick.  I got a blood clot.  I was rushed to the hospital.  I had surgery the day before.  Fortunately, I called a rabbi to fill in for him -- for me, rather, but I felt bad.  I could not be there for your bar mitzvah.  I feel terrible.  So today--

[Applause]

>>Rabbi G: I thought maybe we could read the Torah today for a second time.  Here, for you.  Also, you know, Howard does come by every Yon Kippur and before the services begin, he comes up to me and he says, please rabbi, keep your sermon short.  I tell the truth.  And I promise I'm going to be short today but I want to share something.  Howard really is the most gifted leader I know.  True that for years he's been a member of our synagogue for helping guide us, inspiring us, giving us ideas but more importantly, Howard is a leading founding member of our -- he's vice chair of our seminary.  I want to tell you, Howard and I flew all around the country visiting different Jewish colleges, different Jewish seminaries asking them to make their schools deaf accessible and deaf friendly.  And every time we went, Howard would speak to the president of the different seminary, seminaries and we were so inspired.  We would not have a seminary today if it weren't for you, Howard.  I mean this.  I remember specifically one afternoon Howard, myself a gentleman named Alan Crane went to visit most well-known Jewish leader in the United States, Lester and Lester had invited the president of the Jewish theological seminary to our meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to establish a relationship with our school and the seminary in New York.  I spoke and the president was very polite to me.  He said, thank you so much, and then Howard spoke.  And I am confident it's because of you, 100%, not 80%, 100% because of you Dr. Suresh, the president of the Jewish theological seminary, decided to form an alliance between ours in Chicago and his in New York.  For this I am eternally grateful.  It was Howard's passion that gave him this ability to inspire people.  Again, his passion for inclusivity inspired you, Howard, to establish MCLD so that deaf people could have Parity in the courts and in the law.  I have never met anyone like you, Howard, I really haven't.  In Biblical times there was a man named Abraham.  In the year 2800 BC, Abraham is the founder of the Christian faith, Jewish faith and Muslim faith.  One afternoon God spoke to Abraham and said, go for it.  Leave your family, leave your friends, leave your father's house and go to a new land to establish a new community.  I believe that's exactly what's happening with Howard.  I really do believe God has spoken to Howard and asked him to leave his father's house, I'm sorry, asked him to leave his father's house, leave his family, friends and take up a cause to become CEO of NAD and I'm so, so proud of you as everyone else here.  God bless you.  We love you so much.  (speaking Hebrew) praised are you, Lord God, ruler of the universe who keeps us alive, supports us and brings us to this moment in time when God has chosen Howard to be our leader.  Say amen.

All: Amen.

[Applause]

>> I do want to invite Allan and Judy and Rich and Helene to come up here, please.  Allan and Judy.

>> Yeah, we're coming.

>> Okay.

>>Helene: I wanted to talk about my brother Howard today.  I always knew that Howard was special.  He was special because of his sense of humor, his Cheshire cat smile is what his teachers called it, his ability to focus on anything to get it done, his intelligence and his loyalty and his devotion to those he loves.  But I would like to tell you about the first time I knew he was an activist, someone who would fight for others and not back down if he thought an injustice was being done.  When Howard went to high school, that was the first time he and I ever attended the same school.  By then I could drive and sometimes I drove us home from school at the end of the day.  One day I was looking for Howard and he was not where he was supposed to be, which was not so unusual because Howard is not known for being on time.  I was wandering the halls looking for him when a teacher came up to me and said "are you Howard's sister?" I said yes, and she said "come with me."  It turns out Howard got into a fight, very unusual for Howard, who is a good and happy student.  I got to the office and there was Howard sitting in a chair.  Now, some of you may know that when Howard was in high school he was very fit.  He practiced Tai Kwan Do and wrestling and he was small, very strong.  Turns out that there was a boy who had been teasing someone else.  I no longer remember all the details but I do remember that Howard told him to stop.  He would not so Howard threw him to the ground before he knew what hit him.  Now, as I remember, the boy was a bit of a troublemaker and Howard was not, and all the principal wanted was an apology from Howard, and Howard said, I will not apologize to him.  That boy was wrong and he is the one who should apologize to me.  That was the beginning of my understanding how hard Howard -- when Howard believed in things how passionate he could be and how he would not back down.  I am so proud of the many, many achievements Howard has.  When many of us see something wrong, maybe we speak out about it to our friends and our family and maybe we sign a petition.  When Howard sees something that is wrong that is an injustice, he creates a nonprofit.  He joins a presidential committee.  He storms the Mexican congress.  If you don't know about that, ask him.  He signs on to advocate for the Deaf community into the 21st century.  I know there will be no one who can and will do more as the head of the NAD than Howard.   I will miss him terribly but am so proud of the example he sets for us all.  I know however high my expectations are, Howard will exceed them because that's what Howard does.  Please join me in wishing Howard the best in D.C. and please encourage him to come back to Chicago to visit as much as possible.

[Applause]

>> Hello.  For those who don't know me, I'm Richard.  I'm Howard's brother.  Many of you remark I'm the one with the hair.

[Laughing]

>>Richard: I want to say a few words about Howard.  For those who know our family very well, you probably expect me to say some sarcastic thing about Howard and I will.  I won't disappoint you.  I just want to say Howard since we were very small the word disability has never applied with Howard.  Howard has done whatever he wanted to do the entire time I have known him, which is most of his whole life and mine.  Howard has always had a singularity of purpose, whether it was wrestle or karate or getting the NFL to caption the commercials in the Superbowl.  Howard has done whatever he decided that he wanted to do.  Many of you who have known my family, know my parents and know how much time and effort they have spent making sure that Howard had the opportunities that everybody else had know that that was a big part of what drove him.  You also know -- and I think I'm here to tell you -- that the thing that has driven Howard the most is something of the noblest and oldest purposes sibling rivalry.  From the time I became a lawyer, Howard decided he also had to become a lawyer.  For me, it was easy.  I loved to argue as a child.  I would argue with anybody and I found out that -- potentially found out they would pay me.  I had role models, Perry Mason on television, Atticus Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird.  He advocated for the deaf community and many of you involved in MCLD and many of you who have benefited from MCLD know how important that is and has been and will be in the future.  His legacy at MCLD will continue on even without him.  Now he moves on to Washington D.C. to lead the NAD and no one is better suited to do that.  I won't go on nearly as long as the Rabbi did because nobody can go on as long as the rabbi.  Suffice it to say, no one could be prouder of Howard than I am today.  Thank you.

[Applause]

>>Allan: As you may have guessed, I'm not Howard's brother.  I'm his father.  And that's my claim to fame.  I'm Howard's father.  We go back a long time.  And way back when, we could never have imagined this day and where we are today.  I'm very proud of all my children.  They have all done very well and it's a terrific thing.  I always said--

[Applause]

>>Allan: And I've always said how nice it is to have all my children here and all my grandchildren here and now Howard has messed up and -- the system.  I can't say that anymore.  Obviously, we have very mixed feelings about this.  We're sorry to see him leave Chicago but we couldn't be more proud of who he is, and what he will be in the future because we all know -- I think everybody in this room came here because they know the same things that we do -- that he is the only right person for the job that he was picked for, for the CEO of NAD.

[Applause]

>>Allan: They got it right.

[Applause]

>>Allan: That's a huge challenge but they got it right.  They got the right person for the job.  And, you know, what can we say?  Helene and Richard have expressed it very well.  Howard is a unique individual and he will do a fantastic job and you know the only thing he will probably need is a couple more hours a day and a couple more days in a week.  And, again, we love him.  We're sorry to see him move from Chicago but we are extremely proud and I speak for my wife Judy and I -- because there's no way she's coming up here.  Thank you all.

One of the things that's so exciting for me tonight is that there are so many people here who I remember when Howard was growing up, you know, that I haven't seen in many years.  People came from the west coast, east coast.  People came from champagne.  It's just a tribute to Howard and very, very exciting.  Thank you all for being here.  I appreciate it.

[Applause]

>> I just want to thank Karen and her committee for this fantastic outpouring of love for everyone and the tremendous amount of work and planning that all of you have done.  Thank you so much.

[Applause]

>> I was given a job.  It's my job to introduce Jeff Kohn.  Jeff Kohn was Howard's Tai Kwon Do instructor.  Now they call it karate.  He was a major influence on Howard.  Howard started with Jeff when he was 12, I believe.

>> Nine.

>> Nine, okay 9.  He was -- Howard was 12 when he became a black belt.  So with great pleasure, I introduce Jeff Kohn.

>>Jeff: Thank you.  Well, it was 32 years ago that this young man walked in to my dojo at the Jewish community center and I knew he was going to be something special simply because his parents were very special people.  As soon as I met him, I saw his smile and as soon as he started training, I knew he was the real deal.  I had been so blessed to have him for 7 years in my Karate school.  He made a huge impact on many people in my dojo and many people in the country.  And when he competed, he was a savage.  But after he competed, he shook his opponent's hand and was a wonderful sportsman every time he competed.  He was a privilege to train.  I loved every minute training with him, teaching him and I knew he was going to be something special in his life.  And very few people give their medals to the sensei when they win medals in their national tournament.  Howard was one of the few children who donated his medals, two from the junior Olympics in 1982 and one from a national tournament in 1982 where he was the smallest member of a 14-year old division, where he took fourth place.  And he fought his butt off.  He was an amazing athlete.  I never had to learn sign language because we had a synergy that was amazing.  He would look at me, we would look at each other and he would know what to do.  And after it was over, he presented me his medals.  And these medals have been in my possession since 1982 and now they're going back to his house, as it belongs.  He's a wonderful athlete, a wonderful human being.  And I am so proud to be in this dojo with him and to be with him today.  I want to thank you all very much and this is a wonderful young man.

[Applause]

>> And without further ado, I would like to introduce Kate Kubey to speak on Howard.

>>Kate: Howard, my friend, could you come front and center so I could see you?  Right here where I can see you.  Good.  Howard, on behalf of the ITAP advisory council members, the ITAC staff and ITAC board members, I want to share with you regarding Howard's dedicated commitment to ITAC.

Those of you who don't know about ITAC, we are Illinois telecommunications access, to get access to TTY and phone services.  Seventeen years ago, there was an open position on the ITAC board of directors and Howard applied for it for the fun of it and there was several other potential candidates.  The ITAP advisory council interviewed Howard and several other candidates and then we recommended Howard and one other candidate for the final pick.  We strongly recommended that to the board of directors and we strongly recommended that Howard be selected as our pick.  They said fine.  A short time later Howard had now joined the board.  The board president, Doug MacFarland, came up to me and said, wow, I have to thank you for making such a strong recommendation to pick Howard.  Howard has been a huge asset.  He educated the board.  They learned so much.  The board was all hearing.  They had been involved with the phone company for years and they had no information about the deaf community.  Howard patiently educated them and also encouraged them to really listen to the advisory council members' issues.  And sure enough, our advisory council and the ITAC board and the whole staff was able to then form a cooperative relationship.  There have been so many successful years together.  We on the advisory council and the board of directors have worked together as a team and that we've been very successful because of it.  And now as we come to the end and Howard is leaving his position on the board of directors and leaving ITAC, we all will miss you greatly and we will miss his sense of humor.  Because of Howard's expertise with the ITAC organization, we have had incredible and valuable success, and we know this will enable Howard to succeed in the NAD.  Let us all give some cheers to Howard.  Lift your glass and wish Howard the very best in his new endeavor.  Best wishes.

[Applause]

>> I wish you lots of luck.  You have to stay in touch with us.  I am going to miss him so much.  At any rate, our next speaker will be Karen Aguilar and here she is.

>> One more thing before I leave the podium.  I would like all the advisory board members to please stand and could we get a picture with Howard so he can put it on the wall?

>>Karen:  I would like to thank the planning committee, Sharon Robinson, who is taking pictures.  Liz Tannenbaum, Wendy Adams, in the middle.  Carolyn Neumann.  Rachel Arfa.  And, Howard, unfortunately Doris could not be here this evening but has some words I could read you.  She was Howard's private speech therapist when he was 3.  She first wants to congratulate you and she said that when I first called her she could not remember anything about you except that you were a cute little kid with a beautiful head of hair.  You would run up the steps to her home while your parents parked the car, bang your fist on the door and point to the dish of candy that you knew was on the counter waiting for you.  She said you were a wonderful student and you always remembered to go down to the basement and get a can of soda from the pop machine but the best memory that she has of you when you finished your lesson with her, you would run up to her son's bedroom where all three of you would jump on the beds and laugh and laugh and laugh.  She said you belonged to her for five years and they were extremely memorable for her and she hopes was memorable to you.  She's sorry she can't be here tonight.

I would like to thank all those organizations and individuals who put a message in the program book for Howard.  Be sure that you grab a book if you haven't received one yet.  We'll start the video in the other room so you can see some old pictures of Howard as well and some pictures of him throughout the years.  And I was trying to think of some stories to tell you this evening about Howard but they all seem either tragic or inappropriate.  Like, the time Tommy tried to drive on one of your road trips, like the state pageant competition that we watched in a whale exhibit at a zoo, like the time you and Fay and -- went out for drinks in D.C. for deaf way.  I'm not going to explain details of any of these.  Or the time that you broke up with my intern that you were dating the morning before she came to work crying.  Or your early night at my 10 year anniversary party in Mexico.  Keep watching.  Or the best that still makes me laugh is when we were in some state giving a workshop and it was late at night and we hadn't eaten so we tried to walk through the drive through of a fast food restaurant and demanded to be served.  In all honesty, though, in these 12 years, I've never had a formal review or evaluation as director of MCLD so I thank you for your trust in me.  You are my Batman to my Robin.  So please, again, if everyone can lift their glasses.  We wish you luck and much success.

[Applause]

>>Howard: Thank you.  It's really hard to say much at this point but I am touched.  All of you who came and all the people here, you mean so much to me.  It's a strange memory but there's something -- something my wrestling coach said.  Now, I remember he told me as my coach, he said every person you meet will change you and that carries forward.  So every one of you here have changed me and I want to thank you all for IT.  You made me become the person I am today.

[Applause]

>>Howard:  I'm just touched to see what I've seen here and to see how all of us can work together to change things for the better.  I remember meeting so many of you and I looked up to you.  And then I remember some who were coming to me looking up to me, Rachel Arfa as one example.  One thing she didn't tell, the first time I met her was in high school, Evanston high school.  She came to visit.  She was just becoming -- I came to visit.  I was just becoming a lawyer.  That was the first time I met her.  She was aspiring to be a lawyer as well.  You see how everything unfolds and things go, the ripple effect.  Now, sadly, I am leaving you all as I go to Washington D.C.  For sure I will visit you and I hope to make you proud as I go to D.C.

[Applause] 

>>Howard:  I need your support.  Thank you so much for coming.  I know some have flown in from all over the country, from California, from New York, from all over.  You've come -- and some just from the surrounding area.  I love all of you.  Thank you so much.  Love to you all.

[Applause]

>>Howard:  I can't end without thanking my parents.  They did the job right, didn't they?  Regardless of my best efforts, they did the job right.

[Applause]

>>Howard:  Let's give them a round of applause.  They made sure that I got an education.  They made sure that I got the full experience that a child should receive regardless of deafness, the experience any child should receive.  My brother and sister for all they have done to me, treating me like any other brother, any other sibling.  They also challenged me.  One thing that my brother did not tell you, I remember one time I told him that I guess we have to go to the same high school and he said -- my brother told me it's going to be too hard for me.  He said I should go to the special school.  I think I got better grades than he did.  But that was a challenge for me and that made me work harder.  So of course have to thank Anna.  This is my interpreter.  She has been my interpreter for 17 years.

[Applause]

>>Howard:  She has supported me this whole time.  Thank you so much for being my voice.  Let's give her a round of applause.  Of course, I have to thank Karen.  What she didn't tell you was the first time she and I met I was thinking about school and what to do.  Karen was thinking about school and what to do and it was old orchard.  We sat down and having coffee we were talking about the future and wanting to become a lawyer.  We really didn't know each other well at that point.  We got in touch through another individual.  His name was Michael.  I thought it would be a one time discussion but it wasn't.  When it came to MCLD, I contacted her.  I knew that she was the right person for that position.  I knew I couldn't give it to anyone else.  She has done an amazing job -- 12 years now?  Let's give her a round of applause.

[Applause]

>> And many more years to come.  Yes.  Amen to that.  So I want to thank all of the presenters who were here this evening and my rabbi.  Thank you for keeping it brief.  Thank you to my sensei for disciplining me the way he did.  I needed it.  I should also thank my other spiritual leader, Father Joe, my other spiritual leader.  Between him and the rabbi, let me tell you, I'm religiously covered, let me tell you.  I think I've said enough.  Again, thank you all from the bottom of my heart.  I love you all.  I will always remember you and I will always miss you.

[Applause]

>>Karen: For the hearing people in the room, I have a bluetooth that was left in the bathroom.  I will hold on to it if it's anyone's.  
