
>> President Papp: I'M BOTH PLEASED AND PROUD TO INTRODUCE TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT

      SPEAKER.

      MAYOR KASIM REED, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA.

      [APPLAUSE].

      MAYOR REED WAS ELECTED IN 2009 AS ATLANTA'S 59th MAYOR.

      HE'S FORMER PARTNER WITH THE LAW FIRM HOLLAND & KNIGHT IN

      ATLANTA.

      AFTER SERVING TWO TERMS AS STATE REPRESENTATIVE FOR HOUSE

      DISTRICT 52, HE WAS ELECTED TO THE GEORGIA STATE SENATE IN 2002.

      DURING HIS TERM IN THE STATE SENATE, HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE

      SENATE JUDICIARY, THE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE, TRANSPORTATION,

      ETHICS, AND STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEES.

      HE SERVES AS CAMPAIGN MANAGER FOR ATLANTA'S FORMER MAYOR, SHIRLEY

      FRANKLIN IN HER SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO BECOME THE FIRST FEMALE

      MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA.

      HE ALSO SERVED AS CO-CHAIR OF MAYOR FRANKLIN'S TRANSITION TEAM.

      HIS CIVIL AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY

      LOCAL AND NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS, SUCH AS THE ATLANTA JOURNAL

      CONSTITUTION, THE NEW YORK SOMETIMES AND WASHINGTON POST.

      HE HAS ALSO SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF THE METROPOLITAN

      ATLANTA ARTS FUND AND THE BOARD OF THE NATIONAL BLACK ARTS

      FESTIVAL.

      HE'S A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF HIS ALMA MATER, HOWARD

      UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE RECEIVED BOTH HIS BACCALAUREATE DEGREE AND

      LAW DEGREE.

      IT'S MY PRIVILEGE TO INTRODUCE TO YOU THIS MORNING, THE MAYOR OF

      ATLANTA, MR. KASIM REED, [APPLAUSE].

      >> Mayor Reed:  GOOD MORNING.

      HOW ARE Y'ALL DOING TODAY?

      WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO DO BETTER THAN THAT.

      NOW, BEFORE I WAS AN ATTORNEY, BEFORE I WAS A MAYOR IS I WAS A

      LAWYER.

      WE'RE GOING TO GET THE ENERGY UP IN THIS ROOM NOW.

      WE'RE GOING TO HAVE AN AGREEMENT AND IT'S REAL SIMPLE, A TEST

      THAT IS NOT AS LONG AS PRESIDENT PAPP'S.

      IT'S VERY SIMPLE.

      YOU HAVE A WONDERFUL PARENTS, LOVED ONES, FAMILY IN THE AUDIENCE,

      AND YOU HAVE OUT STANDING AND DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES WHO ARE ON

      THE FLOOR.

      WHAT WE'RE GOING TO DO IS WHEN I SAY GO, WE'RE GOING TO APPLAUD

      EACH OTHER AND CONGRATULATE ANOTHER IN A MANNER THAT IS BEFITTING

      IN OCCASION.

      THE LOUDER YOU CLAP RIGHT NOW, THE SHORTER MY SPEECH WILL BE.

      IF YOU DON'T CLAP LOUD, MY SPEECH IS GOING TO GET LONGER BY THE

      BIT.

      LET'S GO.

      LET'S LIFT EVERYBODY UP.

      [APPLAUSE].

      >> Mayor Reed:  I KNOW.

      I'M HAPPY.

      SO I'M GOING TO CUT THIS SPEECH DOWN SIGNIFICANTLY.

      BECAUSE YOU ALL DID A PHENOMENAL JOB.

      SERIOUSLY, DR. PAPP, TO THE FACULTY OF THIS DISTINGUISHED

      OUTSTANDING UNIVERSITY, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, PARENTS, FRIENDS,

      AND, OF COURSE, THE STUDENTS OF KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY'S CLASS

      OF 2011, CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA.

      [APPLAUSE].

      I'M HONORED TO BE HERE WITH YOU TODAY.

      I WOULD NOT BE ANYWHERE ELSE.

      I HAVE BEEN THRILLED SINCE I ARRIVED ON THIS CAMPUS SEEING ALL

      THAT YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED AND ALL THE WORK THAT IS BEING DONE

      HERE.

      THIS MORNING, WE CELEBRATE ALL OF THE HARD WORK AND SACRIFICE

      YOU'VE MADE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS.

      TO OBTAIN YOUR DEGREES RIGHT NOW, IT MAY FEEL LIKE YOU'VE

      ACHIEVED A MAJOR PERSONAL MILESTONE IN YOUR LIFE.

      IT'S TRUE.

      YOU HAVE.

      BUT YOU'VE ALSO DONE SOMETHING THAT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE OF THIS REGION, OF THIS CITY, OF THE STATE, AND INDEED OUR

      NATION AS A WHOLE.

      BECAUSE YOU ARE ALL GOING TO BE CONTRIBUTORS TO IT.

      YOU SEE, I BELIEVE THAT YOUNG PEOPLE, AND BY YOUNG, I MEAN YOU,

      THE YOUNGER GENERATION AND MY GENERATION ARE IN WHAT I'D LIKE TO

      CALL THE JIMMY JENKINS MOMENT OF OUR LIVES.

      YOU ARE CERTAINLY IN YOUR JIMMY JENKINS MOMENT.

      YOU ARE PROBABLY SITTING THERE WONDERING WHO IS THAT?

      I WANT TO TELL YOU, BECAUSE MY DAD USED TO TELL ME THE STORY ALL

      THE TIME.  AND IT ENDED UP BEING A GOOD EXAMPLE IN MY LIFE.

      HE WAS A YOUNG INFANTRY MAN WHO WHEN WORLD WAR II BROKE OUT, HE

      WENT TO ENLIST.

      HE WAS SENT TO FORT BRAGG NORTH CAROLINA FOR BASIC TRAINING.

      WHEN HE ARRIVED, THE FIRST PERSON HE MET WAS A STRONG LEADER

      NAMED SERGEANT JOHNSON.

      SERGEANT JOHNSON, OF COURSE, WAS VERY TOUGH, AS HE HAD TO BE TO

      TRAIN MEN FOR BATTLE.

      AND AS FATE WOULD HAVE IT, WHEN JIMMY GOT STARTED, HE WAS NOT A

      VERY GOOD SOLDIER.

      HE WAS ROUTINELY LATE, HIS BED WAS NEVER QUITE TIGHT ENOUGH, YOU

      CERTAINLY COULDN'T BOUNCE A COIN OFF OF IT.

      AND HE WAS ALWAYS HAVING TO CLEAN THE BATHROOM OR BE ASSIGNED TO

      SOME DUTY FOR PEOPLE WHO DIDN'T QUITE HAVE THEIR ACTS TOGETHER.

      DESPITE ALL OF THAT, JIMMY SURVIVED BASIC TRAINING, BECAUSE WHAT

      HE HAD IN HIS HEART WAS A DEEP LOVE OF HIS COUNTRY.

      AND HE DID WANT TO SERVE HIS COUNTRY.

      ALTHOUGH AT THE TIME, HE WASN'T THE BEST SOLDIER.

      SO HE WAS SENT TO NORMANDY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GREAT INVASION.

      AND THINGS GOT TOUGH.

      AND WOULDN'T YOU KNOW IT, SERGEANT JOHNSON WAS DEPLOYED TO EUROPE

      AS WELL, BECAUSE THEY WERE PREPARING AND THEY NEEDED THE BEST AND

      BRIGHTEST ON HAND.

      AS SOON AS SERGEANT JOHNSON ARRIVED, HE SAID, I WANT TO ASSEMBLE

      ALL OF MY MEN, I WANT TO SEE HOW TOUGH MY JOB IS.

      SO HE CALLED ALL HIS MEN TOGETHER, AND THEY WERE ASSEMBLED BEFORE

      HIM, AND RIGHT THERE ON THE FRONT ROW IN FRONT OF HIM, JIMMY RAN

      UP AND SAID, HEY, SERGEANT.

      AND THE SERGEANT WAS GREATLY DISTRESSED, HE SAID, GOODNESS, NOT

      AGAIN.

      NOT JIMMY.

      AND HE SAID, I'M HERE, SERGEANT, SO THE SERGEANT WENT BACK AND

      THOUGHT, I'VE GOT A TOUGH JOB TO DO, AND I DON'T HAVE TIME TO

      DEAL WITH PEOPLE WHO CAN'T CUT IT.

      I'M GOING TO DEAL WITH THIS JIMMY PROBLEM.

      HE SAID, JIMMY GET YOUR BAGS, JIMMY RAN OUT, AND STARTING

      ASSEMBLING HIS EQUIPMENT.

      HE SAID, I GOT A MISSION FOR YOU.

      JIMMY WAS PACKING HIS THINGS, HE SAID, YES, SERGEANT, I'M HERE

      AND I'M READY.

      THE SERGEANT SAID, YOU SEE THAT MOUNTAIN OVER THERE.

     AND JIMMY SAID, YES, I DO, SERGEANT.

      HE SAID, I NEED YOU TO GO AND GUARD THAT MOUNTAIN, AND I NEED YOU

      TO LOOK OUT FOR SPIES.

      THIS IS AN IMPORTANT MISSION.

      SO JIMMY, BEING A GOOD SOLDIER IN HIS HEART, TOOK OFF, RAN TO THE

      MOUNTAIN, CLIMBED IT, GOT UP IN THE MOUNTAIN, BUILT OUT HIS FOX

      HOLE, PREPARED IT AS GOOD AS HE COULD.

      IT WASN'T PERFECT.

      BUT WOULDN'T YOU KNOW IT, THAT NIGHT, LATE AT NIGHT, THERE WERE A

      GROUP OF SPIES COMING UP THE SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN.

      JIMMY SAW THEM, BUT HE WAS THERE BY HIMSELF, HE GOT HIS GUN, HE

      WAS THROWING GRENADES.

      THE SERGEANT CAME OUT OF HIS BARRACKS, SAW THE GUNFIRE, HE GOT A

      GROUP OF MEN, HE SAID, WE GOT TO GO HELP JIMMY.

      SO BY THE TIME THEY GOT THERE, ALL THE FIGHTING WAS DONE, AND

      JIMMY IN HIS FOX HOLE HAD SECURED THE HILL AND TAKEN OUT A FEW

      PEOPLE TOO.

      AND SO THE SERGEANT LOOKED DOWN AND HE LOOKED IN THE FOX HOLE,

      AND LITTLE JIMMY WAS SITTING IN THE FOX HOLE AND HE HAD A

      CIGARETTE.

      YOU COULD SMOKE BACK THEN.

      [LAUGHTER].

      LITTLE JIMMY HAD A CIGARETTE AND HE WAS SHAKING AND SMOKING THE

      CIGARETTE.

      AND THE SERGEANT SAID, JIMMY, JIMMY, I DIDN'T KNOW YOU HAD IT IN

      YOU, SON.

      JIMMY LOOKED UP AT THE SERGEANT, HE SAID, THINGS ARE A LITTLE

      DIFFERENT WHEN YOU'RE IN BUSINESS FOR YOURSELF.

      [LAUGHTER].

      WELL, I CAN TELL YOU AS MAYOR OF ATLANTA, AND GRADUATES TODAY,

      THINGS ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT WHEN YOU'RE IN BUSINESS FOR

      YOURSELF.

      WHETHER YOU SUCCEED OR NOT MATTERS TO ME, IT MATTERS TO THE CITY,

      BECAUSE THE OUTCOME OF YOUR OWN LIFE NOW MEANS SOMETHING TO A

      BROADER COMMUNITY THAN YOU.

      WHAT DO I MEAN BY THAT?

      IT MEANS AS YOU STAND HERE TODAY, YOU MUST ASK YOURSELF THIS

      QUESTION.

      WHAT WILL BE MY COLLECTIVE PLACE IN HISTORY?

      WHAT AM I GOING TO DO WITH MY LIFE?

      HOW AM I GOING TO MAKE USE OF IT?

      TO ASK WHAT YOU AS AN INDIVIDUAL HOPE TO ACHIEVE REALLY IS

      STANDARD FARE FOR OCCASIONS LIKE THIS, BUT I BELIEVE THAT IT IS

      NO LONGER A BIG ENOUGH QUESTION FOR THIS TIME IN OUR NATION'S

      HISTORY.

      I SAY THIS BECAUSE YOU ARE INHERITING A WORLD FAR MORE DIFFERENT

      FROM THE ONE YOU WERE BORN INTO.

      MUCH HAS CHANGED IN A GENERATION.

      OUR CITIES, OUR NATIONAL AND WORLD ARE FACED WITH SOBERING

      CHALLENGES, CHALLENGES WHICH DEMAND WE MAKE HARD YET RESPONSIBLE

      CHOICES TO SECURE THE FUTURE OF OUR COMMUNITIES, OUR NEIGHBORS

      AND FAMILIES.

      FOR EXAMPLE, AS MAYOR OF ATLANTA, I'M FACED WITH THE CONTINUOUS

      CHALLENGE OF HAVING TO OFFER MUCH MORE IN THE WAY OF SERVICES,

      WITH FAR LESS IN THE WAY OF RESOURCES TO MEET NUMEROUS

      CHALLENGES, FROM A LOOMING PENSION CRISIS, TO DECAYING CITY

      INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF KEEPING THE CITY IN A

      MIDST OF A DEEP ECONOMIC DOWNTURN SAFE.

      AND YOU KNOW THE THREATS TO OUR SAFETY TEAR AT OUR SENSE OF

      COMMUNITY.

      BUT THAT'S THE SITUATION IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES.

      WE'RE FACING INTERNATIONAL THREATS THAT WERE UNIMAGINABLE TO US

      BEFORE 9/11.

      WE'RE FACING COMPETITION FROM COUNTRIES SUCH AS CHINA, INDIA,

      BRAZIL AND THE REST.

      ALL OF THIS IS HAPPENING WITH OUR DEFICITS ARE GROWING, OUR

      ENVIRONMENT UNDER SIEGE AND EDUCATION SYSTEM IS NOT DELIVERING

      THE RESULTS THAT WE NEED FOR OUR COUNTRY, OUR CITY AND STATE TO

      BE STRONG.

      YOU ALL, BY VIRTUE OF THE DEGREES YOU ARE RECEIVING FROM THE

      COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES TODAY, CAN LITERALLY

      SHIFT THE PARADIGM.

      YOUR CLASSMATES WHO STUDIES AT THE BAGWELL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

      CAN HAVE A REAL IMPACT ON THE STUDENTS WHOSE FUTURES SOON WILL BE

      IN THEIR HANDS, WHOSE FUTURES THEY WILL BE MOLDING AND SHAPING.

      CONGRATULATIONS TO KENNESAW FOR BECOMING THE STATE'S NUMBER ONE

      UNIVERSITY OF THE YEAR.

      SURPASSING THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA.

      [APPLAUSE].

      SO IN A REAL WAY, OUR FUTURE IS LITERALLY GOING TO BE IN YOUR

      HANDS.

      YOUR FRIENDS WHO STUDIED AT THE WELLSTAR COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND

      HUMAN SERVICES HOPEFULLY WILL GO ON TO MAKE MAJOR ADVANCEMENTS IN

      IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF GEORGIA'S RESIDENTS.

      THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS KENNESAW IS GOING TO BE IN THE MIDST OF

      IT.

      YOU ALL ARE GOING TO BE IN THE MIDST OF MAKING CHANGE AND

      TRANSFORMATIONAL PROGRESS.

      NO SCHOOL IN THE STATE'S HISTORY HAS MADE THE KIND OF PROGRESS

      THAT KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY IS MAKING AT THE PACE THAT IT IS

      MAKING IT.

      SO YOU HAVE A LOT TO BE PROUD OF.

      BUT RESPONSIBILITY COMES WITH THAT PRIDE.

      MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT.

      TO ACHIEVE THE KIND OF POSITIVE CHANGE THAT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE

      TO ACHIEVE TO BECOME LEADERS, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO DO HARD

      THINGS AND MAKE HARD DECISIONS.

      I WOULD SUBMIT TO YOU THAT MY GENERATION AND YOUR GENERATION HAVE

      NOT BEEN CHALLENGED AND TESTED TO DO THE HARD THINGS LIKE OUR

      MOTHERS AND FATHERS AND GRANDFATHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS DID.

      WE'VE NOT HAD TO BATTLE THE KIND OF EVIL AT THE HEART OF WORLD

      WAR I OR II.

      WE HAVE NOT BEEN TESTED LIKE THE COURAGEOUS MEN AND WOMEN WHO

      SAT, STOOD, AND MARCHED AND DID WHAT IT TOOK TO IMPROVE THE

      QUALITY OF OUR LIVES THROUGH THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.

      AND AS A RESULT, I BELIEVE WE'RE IN DANGER OF BECOMING A

      GENERATION THAT ENJOYS EASE AND LACKS THE HARD WILL TO DO THE

      THINGS THAT MATTER TO OUR COMMUNITY STATE AND NATION.

      I BELIEVE YOU HAVE THE TALENT AND ABILITY TO CHANGE THAT.

      I CAME THIS WAY THIS MORNING TO SUGGEST THAT YOU CHOOSE TO TURN

      INTO ADVERSITY, THAT YOU CHOOSE TO SPEND SOME PART OF YOUR LIFE

      TURNING INTO THE FIRE.

      I BELIEVE THAT TURNING INTO THE FIRE IS WHERE GREATNESS IS.

      THAT'S WHY I SAT HERE IN AMAZEMENT AND LOOKED AT ALL OF THE

      THINGS THAT YOU ALL ARE INVOLVED IN AND HAVE DONE WHILE YOU WERE

      STUDENTS.

      AND WHAT IT SHOWS IS YOU HAVE AN INCREDIBLE WORK ETHIC, AND WHAT

      IT SHOWS IS THAT EXCELLENCE MATTERS TO YOU.

      AND WHAT I WANT YOU TO KNOW IS THAT WE NEED YOU.

      I BELIEVE THAT OF ALL THE VIRTUES WE MAY POSSESS, STRENGTH IS THE

      MOST IMPORTANT.

      BECAUSE WITHOUT IT, NO OTHER VIRTUE IS REALLY POSSIBLE.

      IT IS STRENGTH THAT PUSHES YOU FORWARD WHEN THE DARKNESS IS SO

      TOTAL.

      THEREFORE, THE DECISIONS WE MUST MAKE TO RIGHT THE COURSE OF OUR

      CITY, OUR REGION, AND AMERICA WILL REQUIRE HARD DECISIONS, AND

      WHILE THE PROBLEMS WE'RE SADDLED WITH ARE NOT OF OUR MAKING,

      WE'RE NONETHELESS RESPONSIBLE FOR SOLVING THEM.

      I REFLECT ON PRESIDENT JOHN KENNEDY'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

      DURING HIS PRESIDENCY, HE SAID SOMETHING THAT I WOULD LIKE TO

      SHARE WITH YOU.

      HE SAID THAT WE SHOULD NOT PRAY FOR LIVES OF EASE, BUT RATHER

      PRAY THAT WE BECOME STRONGER WOMEN AND MEN, SAID ANOTHER WAY, IT

      SAYS THAT DO NOT ASK THAT GOD MOVE MOUNTAINS OUT OF YOUR PATH,

      BUT PRAY THAT GOD GIVES US THE STRENGTH TO CLIMB THEM.

      I HOPE THAT YOU WILL KEEP THAT WITH YOU.

      I HOPE THAT YOU WILL CARRY IT IN YOUR HEART.

      I REALLY THINK THIS IS THE MANDATE WE MUST EMBRACE.

      THIS MUST BE OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY.

      THE TEST OF OUR TIMES DEMAND IT.

      SO YOUR SUCCESS GOES FAR BEYOND YOU AND WHAT YOU ACHIEVE

      PERSONALLY.

      YOUR SUCCESSES CONTRIBUTE TO THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD,

      AND TODAY YOU NEED TO START THINKING THAT WAY.

      WHEN YOU LOOK AT WHERE AMERICA IS, THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT FOR

      OUR NATION TO DO AND TO BE WHAT WE'VE BEEN, CERTAINLY DURING THE

      LAST 40 AND 50 YEARS, THERE MUST BE A GENERATION MADE UP OF

      PEOPLE LIKE YOU WHO ARE QUALIFIED, TALENTED AND SKILLED, AND WHO

      CARE ABOUT IT THAT TURN INTO THE TOUGH TIDE OF OUR PRESENT.

      TO DO OUR WORK, TO DO OUR PART.

      WE SIMPLY CANNOT KEEP KICKING THE CAN DOWN THE ROAD.

      KENNESAW CLASS OF 2011, HERE IT IS:  THERE REALLY IS AWESOME

      POWER IN DECIDING.

      AS A GENERATION, WE MUST DECIDE, LIKE THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE US,

      TO DO WHAT IS NECESSARY, TO DO WHAT IS HARD, TO FACE EVERY

      CHALLENGE THAT STANDS IN THE WAYS OF OUR CONTINUED INVESTMENTS IN

      OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR PLACE IN THE WORLD.

      TODAY I ASK THAT YOU BECOME A FULL PARTNER IN THIS EFFORT,

      BECAUSE YOU HAVE THE SKILL TO BE A FULL PARTNER.

      SEE, I NEED FOR YOU TO USE YOUR EXTRAORDINARY PHYSICAL CAPACITY.

      WHENEVER I GIVE A SPEECH LIKE THIS, I THINK, WHAT WOULD I HAVE

      LIKED TO HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN TOLD AT THIS POINT IN MY LIFE.

      WHAT WOULD I HAVE WANTED TO KNOW THAT I DON'T KNOW RIGHT NOW.

      WHEN YOU STUMBLE, KEEP MOVING, BUT DO NOT WASTE THE ENERGY OF

      YOUR YOUTH.

      I WANT YOU TO FALL IN LOVE WITH THE GRIND.

      I WANT YOU TO FALL IN LOVE WITH HARD WORK.

      THE GRIND IS ALL THOSE MOMENTS ALONE THAT PEOPLE NEVER SEE, BUT

      THEY LEAD TO ALL THOSE MOMENTS WHEN THEY SAY, I KNEW YOU WERE

      GOING TO BE SUCCESSFUL ALL ALONG.

      WATCHING YOU TAKE DR. PAPP'S TEST, I KNOW THAT YOU KNOW WHAT THE

      GRIND IS.

      WHEN I WAS A YOUNG LAWYER, ABOUT 25 OR 26 YEARS OLD, STARTING MY

      LEGAL CAREER, IT WASN'T THAT LONG AGO, I DECIDED I WANTED TO

      START A MUSIC PRACTICE AT A FIRM.

      I WENT AND CONVINCED THE PARTNERS IN MY FIRM TO LET ME START IT,

      MR. PRESIDENT.

      IN ORDER TO BUILD A SUCCESSFUL ENTERTAINMENT PRACTICE AT THAT

      TIME, YOU HAD TO SPEND A LOT OF TIME IN LOS ANGELES AND NEW YORK.

      WHAT MY PARTNERS TOLD ME IS YOU CAN DO WHAT YOU WANT AS LONG AS

      YOU BILL YOUR TIME, OR YOU'LL BE FIRED, BUT GO AHEAD AND TRY.

      SO I DECIDED TO TRY IT, AND I WOULD WORK UNTIL LATE AT NIGHT AND

      BILL MY TIME, BUT MANY MORNINGS, I WOULD GET UP, GET ON A

      10:00 O'CLOCK FLIGHT ON DELTA, OF COURSE, AND FLY TO -- YEAH.

      [LAUGHTER] AND I WOULD FLY TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, LAND

      THERE, AT ABOUT 11:30, 12:00.  I WOULD WORK, MEET WITH CLIENTS,

      HAVE A DINNER AND WORK UNTIL ABOUT EIGHT, 9:00 O'CLOCK, GET IN

      THE CAR, ARRIVE IN THE AIRPORT ABOUT 10, GET ON AN 11:00 O'CLOCK

      FLIGHT, LAND AT HARTSFIELD JACKSON AT ABOUT 6:30, GO HOME,

      SHOWER, GET READY FOR WORK, BE BACK IN THE OFFICE IN THE LATE

      EIGHT, EARLY NINES.

      WHEN I WAS 26, 27 YEARS OLD.

      THOSE OF YOU WHO WATCHED MY ELECTION KNEW THAT I DIDN'T WIN BY

      MUCH.

      I HAD TO GO ALL ACROSS AMERICA TO RAISE MONEY.

      WHEREVER THERE WAS A FUND-RAISER I WAS ON A PLANE TO GO RAISE

      MONEY.

      MY CAMPAIGN TEAM SAID, WE NEED YOU TO FLY TO LOS ANGELES, AND SAN

      FRANCISCO.

      I HAD A MEMORY OF WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, AND I SAID SURE, BOOK THE FLIGHT.

      I JUMPED ON THE PLANE, WENT TO LOS ANGELES, HAD THE FUND-RAISER,

      DID ALL THE MEETINGS, GOT ON THE PLANE, CAME BACK, LANDED AT

      6:50 AND AT 7:50, I ALMOST DIED [LAUGHTER].

      TRUE STORY.

      COST THE CAMPAIGN ABOUT A DAY JUST LETTING ME SLEEP.

      THE POINT I'M MAKING IS I REMEMBER BEING ABLE TO DO SOMETHING

      THAT I PHYSICALLY DID NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO DO IN THE SAME

      FASHION THAT I USED TO DO IT.

      AND THE REASON THAT I'M SHARING THAT WITH YOU RIGHT NOW IS YOU

      CAN'T GET IT BACK.

      YOU MIGHT HAVE THE BEST DIET, YOU MIGHT DO 90X, SLIM FAST, WEIGHT

      LOSS OR WHATEVER.

      BUT 40 IS 40 [LAUGHTER].

      40 IS 40 [LAUGHTER].

      41 IS 41.

      AND 22 IS 22.

      AND 21 IS 21.

      I MAKE THE JOKE, BECAUSE I WANT YOU TO REMEMBER IT.

      DON'T MISS YOUR MOMENT.

      DON'T WASTE THIS TIME WHERE YOU HAVE UNMATCHED PHYSICAL CAPACITY.

      PREPARE, PREPARE, PREPARE.

      BECAUSE YOU'RE DECIDING RIGHT NOW WHAT THE REST OF YOUR LIFE

      OUTCOME IS GOING TO BE.

      AND AS GOOD AS YOU FEEL AT AGE 22, 23, 24, IF YOU SPEND THESE

      YEARS RIGHT NOW PERFECTING YOUR CRAFT, BECOMING EXCELLENT, AND

      BEING FIRST, THE QUALITY OF LIFE THAT YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE FOR

      THE REST OF IT IS GOING TO IMPROVE.

      NOW, ALL OF THIS IS EASIER SAID THAN LIVED, BUT I KNOW WHAT YOU

      CAN DO.

      WHEN YOU STUMBLE, KEEP MOVING.

      WHEN YOU'RE DOWN, DON'T STOP, AND REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE PART OF

      SOMETHING THAT IS BIGGER THAN YOU NOW.

      BECAUSE AT THE END OF THE DAY, PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOU EXTEND

      YOUR OWN LIFE BY CONTRIBUTING TO SOMETHING THAT WILL OUT LAST IT.

      THAT'S WHY KENNESAW IS SO SPECIAL.

      AND THAT'S WHY WHEN YOU LEAVE, YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO LOVE IT,

      AND TO GIVE TO IT.

      AND TO MAKE SURE THAT THE OPPORTUNITY THAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN,

      THE EDUCATION THAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN IS MAINTAINED AND THAT

      THIS PLACE IS TREATED LIKE A JEWEL IN YOUR LIFE AND IN YOUR

      HEART, BECAUSE OF WHAT IT DID FOR YOU.

      YOU MUST MOVE FROM NEW TO NEXT, AND FROM BETTER TO BEST.

      WHATEVER IS BEYOND GOOGLE, WHATEVER IS BEYOND FACEBOOK, WHATEVER

      IS BEYOND TWITTER, WHATEVER IS BEYOND TWO SQUARE, THAT'S WHAT I

      NEED FOR YOU TO BE.

      SO IN CLOSING, I WANT TO LEAVE YOU WITH ANOTHER BRIEF STORY, ONE

      THAT HAS KEPT ME ON MY FEET DURING HARD TIMES.

      BECAUSE YOU WILL FACE HARD TIMES.

      WHEN I WAS A BOY GROWING UP IN ATLANTA, I LOVED THE DALLAS                                                 COWBOYS.

      NOW THAT I'M MAYOR OF ATLANTA, I LOVE THE ATLANTA FALCONS.

      I WANT ARTHUR BLANK TO HEAR THAT.

      BUT I USED TO LOVE THE COWBOYS WHEN I WAS A BOY.  ONE DAY I WAS

      WAITING TO GIVE A SPEECH.

      I WAS IN MY HOTEL ROOM, I SAW JOHN MADDEN, AND THEY WERE DOING A

      BIG SHOW ON HOW HE HAD BECOME SUCH A LEGEND.

      AND HE WAS EXPLAINING -- I'M A VIDEO GAME PLAYER.

      JOHN MADDEN WAS EXPLAINING HOW HE CAME UP WITH THE TERM YARDS

      AFTER CONTACT.

      EVERYBODY SAYS IT NOW, BUT THEY WERE TELLING HOW THAT CAME INTO

      BEING.

      HE SAID HE GOT THAT TERM FROM EMMET SMITH.

      THERE'S A PLAY WHEN THE COWBOYS WERE ON THEIR OWN 1 YARD LINE.

      THERE WAS A SIMPLE PITCH TO SMITH WHO WAS IN THE BACK.

      HE CATCHES THE BALL, SIMPLE PLAY, COMES OUT AND HE'S HIT IN THE

      END ZONE SO HARD THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN KNOCKED OUT OF THE END

      ZONE, BUT HE KEPT HIS CENTER OF GRAVITY, KEPT HIS FEET MOVING,

      AND THE VELOCITY OF THE HIT SPUN HIM FORWARD.

      HE HIT THE LINE FOR ONE OF THE LONGEST RUNS OF HIS PROFESSIONAL

      CAREER.

      I THINK IT'S AN APPROPRIATE PART OF THIS SPEECH, BECAUSE IT SHOWS

      YOU HOW THINGS THAT ARE MEANT TO HARM YOU CAN ACTUALLY BE TOOLS

      FOR GOOD AS LONG AS YOU DON'T LET THEM DO WHAT BAD THINGS ARE

      MEANT TO DO.

      SO WHEN THE DOOR GETS SHUT IN YOUR FACE FOR THAT DREAM JOB,

      REMEMBER TODAY AND YARDS AFTER CONTACT.

      AND YOU GET THAT FIRST PERFORMANCE REVIEW THAT'S NOT QUITE WHAT

      YOU EXPECTED, REMEMBER YARDS AFTER CONTACT.

      WHEN YOUR SPIRIT IS DOWN, AND WHEN YOU THINK YOU'RE NOT DOING

      ENOUGH, REMEMBER YARDS AFTER CONTACT.

      REMEMBER THAT SOME THINGS THAT ARE MEANT FOR BAD CAN BE GOOD, AS

      LONG AS YOU DON'T QUIT, AS LONG AS YOU DON'T STOP, AND AS LONG AS

      YOU KNOW YOU HAVE THE CAPACITY IN YOU TO FINISH.

      THE KENNESAW CLASS 2011, REMEMBER YARDS AFTER CONTACT.

      SO I'VE ENJOYED BEING WITH YOU TODAY, AND AS I STAND HERE AS THE

      59th MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, HAVING BEEN THROUGH A LOT OF

      TOUGH CAMPAIGNS, HAVING BEEN A LAW PARTNER, HAVING DONE A LOT OF

      THINGS THAT MY MOM'S REALLY PLEASED ABOUT, I STAND HERE REALLY

      KNOWING ONLY A FEW THINGS, AND THEY ARE THESE:  THERE ARE MORE

      DAVIDS IN THIS WORLD THAN GOLIATHS.

      THE DAVIDS ARE YOU.

      SUPERMAN IS NOT COMING OUT OF THE SKY TO SAVE US, WE'RE GOING TO

      DO THAT.

      AND MORE OFTEN THAN NOT IN THE LIFE OF THE CITY, STATE, AND

      AMERICA, THE HELPING HAND THAT WE NEED, THE HELPING HAND THAT WE

      NEED IS AT THE END OF OUR OWN WRIST.

      GOD BLESS YOU.

      [APPLAUSE].

