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>> Please join me in a round of applause for Sascha Tansky.

>> Yippee!
Why thank you.

>> Another round of applause.
(Applause)
 
>> The future of deaf cinema has arrived.

>> Yes.
It's amazing to see some of the films by deaf filmmakers going way back to 1910 with George Veditz, the President of the National Association of the Deaf saying, "As long as we have our films."
 
>> Exactly.
And Veditz led the drive to collect money to create films as a way to preserve Sign Language and to pass it on to future generations.

>> Absolutely.
Nowadays I see films as a way to preserve our deaf culture.

>> And film also is a way to promote the talents of deaf film artists.
Good evening.
My name is Howie Seago.

>> And my name is Sho Stern.
Welcome to Gallaudet University's first WorlDeaf Cinema Festival!
(Cheers and applause)

>> Focus.

>> Focus, guys, focus.

>> You're up.
Let's go!

>> You mean, success, excitement, all of that?

>> Absolutely.

>> This show is being web streamed all around the globe.
Everyone, say hello to the world!

>> Hello, world!
How's it going?

>> Hi, mom.
We hope that tonight will be an exciting evening of award presentations and entertainment for you.

>> Definitely.
First for your entertainment pleasure is someone who has come here all the way from Australia.

>> If you were here at Gallaudet during Deafway II, you may remember his phenomenal performance of the "Wide World of Sports."
 Tonight he will be performing his newest piece, the "Wide World of Movies."
 Please welcome Rob Roy.
(Applause)
(Performance)
 (Applause)
 
>> Rob Roy.
That man can morph.
How many movies did you catch there?
Let me see there, I see a number of guesses out there, I see 15, but there were actually 22 movies portrayed in that brief time.
Let me see which ones I could do.

>> That was pretty good, couldn't you get that movie?
Come on now, here.
How about this one?
Oh, good, good!
You got that one.
But I didn't get this one, what was he doing with that one?
What was that?
Tarzan?
No, no, that's when he did the beating of his chest.
Oh, "Lord of the Rings."
Let me check on that.

>> Where are you going?

>> No you take over.
I have to ask a question.

>> Ha, ha, well, hi, everybody, um, well, I wanted to introduce you to two Gallaudet professors who have been a big part of planning this festival.
They both want to share a few words.
Allow me to introduce Dr. Jane Norman and Dr. Scott Carollo.
(Applause)
 
>> Good evening.
We are just like the PriceWaterhouse moment during the academy awards.
We received 173 film submissions from 132 filmmakers representing 30 countries, a world record for a deaf film festival.

>> All of our films were evaluated by an independent panel of judges, and none of our committee members were involved with this process.

>> We would like to thank our judges for taking on such a challenging task.
(Applause)
 
>> Each award winner will receive this WorlDeaf Cinema trophy that Scott designed.
(Applause)
 
>> I want one.

>> We call this the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival Award, and we wish all of the nominees the best of luck this evening.
(Applause)
 
>> Next I'm so excited to introduce this remarkable man.
Wait, that's not who I wanted to introduce.

>> No, I got him!
I got him!
Okay.
Hold on.  Sorry.

>> I'm going to catch a beer.

>> Focus!
We're on a schedule.

>> Well, go ahead then.

>> I'd like to introduce Dr. Carol Erting.
She is the Dean of Gallaudet's Graduate School and Professional Programs.

>> One moment.
I would like to introduce Dr. Isaac Agbola, Dean of Liberal Arts here at Gallaudet University.
(Applause)
 
>> We are thrilled to present the awards for the student film category, the mini-15.

>> The nominees for the best college student mini-15 are first Paul Ososki for "Deafhood: The Journey."
 Zilvinas Paludnevicus and James Caverly for the the "Red Line."

>> And the winner for the best college student mini-15 is -- one moment.

>> It's so exciting.
Zilvinas Paludnevicus and James Caverly for the "Red Line."
 
>> Thank you so much.

>> Congratulations.

>> Thank you.

>> This is pretty heavy.

>> Congratulations!

>> Bravo and congratulations!

>> This film festival would not have happened without the huge support from this remarkable man who had such a vision for the future of Gallaudet University.
You're up!

>> No, it's right there.
I am talking about somebody who knows so much about Gallaudet it's astounding, is a walking history book, I tell you, a walking encyclopedia of deaf education.

>> Okay.
Thank you, Howie.

>> A phenomenon.

>> We are delighted to introduce to you the provost of Gallaudet Dr. Stephan Weiner.

>> Oh, and presenting with Dr. Weiner is the President of the United States of America -- well, actually of the student body government here at Gallaudet University Colin Whited.

>> Thank you, Howie and Sho, for that interesting introduction.
Deaf people have been involved in film since film began, as we saw with the film of George Veditz.
So these awards were made possible in memory of Bruce Hlibok.

>> Thank you, Dr. Weiner.
The next category for student awards is for movies that are 6 minutes to 44 minutes, so these are for short films.
And the nominees are Storm Smith for "UNVEILED."
 
>> Christine Brown for "Oppression/Equality."
 
>> And Zilvinas Paludnevicus for "Living Off The Grid."
 
>> And the winner for best short is --
 
>> They seem very exciting.
I was excited watching those.

>> And the award goes to -- 

>> "Living Off The Grid" By Zilvinas Paludnevicus.


>> I'm so shocked.
I definitely didn't expect this.
Thank you so much.

>> Congratulations.

>> Oh, wow!
Being here just makes me wish I was a student again.
I had so many good times when I was here as a student.

>> Hello.

>> Focus.
Focus.
Okay.
Our next award is given by a company that needs no introduction.
Please welcome tone Tony Jasionowski from Panasonic.

>> Thank you, Sho.
Panasonic, ideas for life is proud to be the lead sponsor of the first WorlDeaf cinema festival.
I hope that most of you have had a chance to see and experience our full HD 3D TV and Blu-Ray products, which brings the thee a trick 3D experience into your home.
Now back to our business at hand.
The nominees for best film about the deaf experience by a hearing filmmaker are Don Casper for "Signs of the Time."
 Katherine Miller and Ann Calamia for "Universal Signs."
 Hilari Scarl for "See What I'm Saying."
 Frank Stiefel for "Ingelore."
 
>> And the winner for best film about the deaf experience by a hearing filmmaker is "See What I'm Saying" by Hilari Scarl.
(Applause)
 
>> This a such a wonderful honor.
It's overwhelming and thank you so much.

>> Bravo, bravo.
Now our next entertainer is a world-renowned dance Troupe, and they're performing a brand-new dance, and the group is the Wild Zappers, and they're performing "I'm a Bee."
 They will be performing tonight a production called "I'm a Bee."
 Now, I have to warn you that their dancing is infectious, and you may not dance in your seat, please.
Please stay seated.
You may, however, tap your feet, but don't let that tapping drive you to the stage, okay?
Now please join me in welcoming the Wild Zappers of the National Deaf Dance Theater!
(Applause)
 (Cheers and applause)
(Laughter)
 (Cheers and applause)

>> Our next presenters are Lars Otterstedt and Michelle Banks.
Now, you may remember the welcome film that we showed.
Lars was the fellow flirting with the nun.
And he now teaches acting in the Stockholm academy for dramatic arts, has received numerous awards for his directing, writing, and producing.
His television credits are too numerous to mention.
I will only mention a few, "Soul Food," "Compensation," "Girlfriend," and "Strong Medicine," and those are only a few of his credits.
Michelle was the founder of Onyx Theater, the first black theater in America.
Please give a hand to these two fabulous theater and film artists.

>> So what he said was that nun was cute, and they had a very hot relationship.
Are you for real?

>> No, no, no, it was just film love.

>>  I think I am going to have to go and rent that DVD.
We'll talk later.
The nominees for the best mini-15 are Jules Dameron and David Kurz for "The Deaf Man."
 
>> Colin Ponz, Scott James Bassett, Charlie Swinbourne.
Thank you.

>> You are welcome.

>> And William Mager for "Hands Solo."
 Yes, the film was entitled "Hands Solo."
 
>> Absolutely.
I got ahead of myself.

>> The third nominee is Melissa Malzkuhn for a film titled "Tara's Story." 
And here they are.

>> And the winner for the best mini-15 goes to William Mager for "Hands Solo."
 (Applause)
 
>> Thank you very much.

>> Congratulations.

>> Congratulations!
I would like to invite two award presenters to the stage.
These two are fascinating people in a really hot new movie, and I happen to play the love interest.
The other presenter is the director of a very popular film.
It's Deaf Rochester.
I would like to welcome Stacey Lawrence and a wonderful actor and deaf alumni and personal friend Russell Harvard.

>> Thank you so much, and I appreciate that intro.

>> From one director to another, I would like to say to Jane Norman and your wonderful team, you all have been very, very generous with pearls of wisdom for the sister festival, the Deaf Rochester Film Festival, and I just want to thank you for your continuous support.
The fourth Deaf Rochester Film Festival will happen in Rochester, New York, March 31st to April 3rd, 2011, this up coming spring.
So please mark your calendars, and I hope to see many of you all there.
Thank you.

>> Now, if anybody needs an actor for that film festival, I am there for a panel discussion, I would be happy to do it.

>> Absolutely.

>> You know, I'm great with PR.
Any PR's good PR.
So now our next award is for best short film.
And the nominees are Laura Harvey for "Deaf In Pink: Three-Day Breast Cancer Walk in San Diego."
 
>> Nobuhiro Ohdate for "The Ants and the Grasshopper."
 
>> And Brian Milburn for "Catch Santa."
 
>> Charlie Swinbourne and William Mager for "The Fingerspellers."
 
>> The envelope, please.

>> And the winner for best short film --

>> "Catch Santa," Kamau Buchanan.

>> I just want to thank everyone who has been involved in this project.
Thank you all for coming.

>> Bravo.
Our next presenter is one of my heroes.
She is a former member of the Gallaudet Board of Trustees, and is currently professor of communications at the University of California San Diego.
One month ago she received a prestigious MacArthur Foundation Award.
She is the first deaf person to have received this award.
We all know who I speak of.
Please welcome Carol Padden.

>> Thank you, Howie.
A good part of my work involves working with documentary films, and since so much of the work of deaf filmmakers is about preserving our culture, it's no wonder that documentaries are a big part of our lives.
I am delighted to present the award for best documentary, and the nominees are Igor Ochronowicz and Sandrine Herman for "I'm Deaf and I Didn't Know."
 Tom Linszen and Willy Lindwer for "Anna's Silent Struggle."
And Tracey D. Salway for "American De'VIA Artist:  Chuck Baird and His Journey.

>> The award for best documentary goes to "Anna's Silent Struggle."
 Tom Linszen and Willy Lindwer 
>> Thank you very much.
We all want to thank you for watching our film.

>> Now it's time for some more entertainment, right?
All right!
The next performance is very, very talented.
She is well-known for her one-woman show.
She will be doing a song called "Hook."
 Please welcome Rosa Lee.
(Cheers and applause)
(Performance)

>> Wow.

>> I was obviously hooked.
(Laughter)
Rosa Lee was such a good performer.
Do you agree?
Our next presenter taught at Gallaudet for 30 years.
They have taught deaf cinema, used to be the chairperson of the Gallaudet TV Department, and directed me as a stage manager.
She came up with the wonderful brilliant idea for this film festival.
Please welcome the director for the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival Dr. Jane Norman.
(Applause)
 
>> What an exciting night, what an exciting moment.
Here we are at the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival.
I have been so looking forward to tonight for such a long time.
The past three years has been waiting for this night, and I want to thank you all for being involved, and I would like to thank the President and first lady.
Now, I have to tell Sho that she is right.
I have been around for quite a long time.
I remember when captioning was new back in the early '80s.
I used to work in a TV station, KRON TV Channel 4 in San Francisco, California.
I was at work one day when the general manager called me in to the office, and he brought me into the office, and we saw this new TV program, and this was a TV program from the BBC in England.
It was a new idea where they had captioning on the television, and it was targeted to the deaf audience, family, and friends.
I sat there in shock.
Captioning hadn't come to America yet, and as I sat there in that office I was captivated.
Several years later the BBC formed See Hear, and this program ran for many years and had several deaf and hearing actors.
They elected a deaf man, and I never thought I would have the honor to meet this person.
Now, I did some research on his achievements, and I learned a lot about him, so I would like to share this video clip that BBC has sent to us.
(Video clips)
(Applause)
 
>> Terry Riley has been a huge advocate for deaf people since birth.
He was born into a deaf family, and when he was only one week old his family brought him into the deaf club, and that introduction created such a strong bond that brought him through his entire life.
Over the years, Mr. Riley has done so much empowering of deaf people.
He served as a mentor and as a role model to millions and millions of people both deaf and hearing.
In recognition of his tireless commitment and his outstanding leadership abilities, he was selected as the British Deaf Association Board of Trustees, and in 2000 he received the organization's highest award, the BDA Medal of Honor.
He received this honor for 10 years of service, and was also elected as the vice president of the European Union of the Deaf.
He was in the forefront of being successful, of having British Sign Language be recognized as an actual legitimate language.
He is always looking for new opportunities, so he decided to take a research position in 1987 with the British Broadcasting Company, BBC, with their film production "See Hear," a long-running film production geared to a deaf audience worldwide.
He really enlightened people's understanding about the deaf community and their rights.
His rich culture, rich history, and rich language.
By 2000, Riley had already begun "See Hear's" first deaf editor.
He retired from BBC in 2008.
He was appointed as the chief executive of the British Sign Language Broadcasting Trust.
He had a central role of establishing deaf TV network, which broadcasts in 20 countries.
Mr. Riley has been honored with many, many awards for his hard work and dedication and his long-time support for the deaf community.
He has enculturated Sign Language to TV and film, and this year he was recognized by the University of Wolverhampton as an honorary doctorate of the arts degree.
As President of the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival this is a landmark for all of us, and we would like to pay homage to a historian, a deaf filmmaker, and I can think of no individual more deserving than Dr. Terry Riley.
He is going to be the first recipient for the first WorlDeaf Cinema Festival International Media Award.
We honor the achievements of deaf colleagues who have dedicated the highest professional standards.
On behalf of the WDCF committee, we would like to honor and congratulate Dr. Riley.
(Applause)
 
>> Thank you.
I would like to say thank you to Jane, first of all.
I don't know if that was my twin brother who was on the screen because there has been some changes in the way that I look now to the way that I looked in some of those clips.
A few weeks ago I was given an honorary degree for the arts for my work in television, and it was fantastic to be recognized by the University of Wolverhampton.
And it was even more poignant as it was a hearing award to a deaf person which is quite rare indeed.
Tonight to receive such a distinguished award from Gallaudet University, it's even much more important than that one, and it's very humbling for me to receive this as it's being given from my fellow deaf professionals as well.
As good as it was to receive one from hearing people, receiving it from the deaf people is an exception.
Within the media and in the film industry we often overlook the power and influence that film and television has on our lives, and importantly on ones attitude.
I strongly believe that both film and television through its super programs and dramas have single-handedly changed the negative and comments and attitudes that prevailed in my youth.
Sign Language became visual and intriguing to people once it was on TV.
And no more did we experience those mocking comments.
They ceased.
We had become envogue.
We had Howie Seago in "Star Trek," Marlee Matlin winning an Academy Award for "Children of a Lesser God," and thank you for breaking down barriers to have people follow after you.
We have Terrylene Sacchetti, we have Russell Harvard, and we have Shoshannah Stern leading the new generation of role models for deaf young people and adults.
Us deafies have arrived!
I fell in love with George Veditz and his beautiful inspiring signs when I got the film from Gallaudet University for my first producer's program.
And I wept with emotion when he signed, "As long as we have our films we will be able to preserve our beautiful signs in their old purity."
 Language defines who we are, our identity, and our culture, and Sign Language has always been at the heart of my life.
Throughout my life and through the work that I have done, I have always followed the montra of Nelson Mandela who said that if you talk to a man in a language that he understands, then that goes to his head, but if you talk to a man in his language, then that goes to his heart, and as filmmakers you must continue this ethos.
Show the world what you can do.
Let the world see the beauty of Sign Language on screen.
Persevere through all that you go through.
Okay?
You are going to be knocked down.
There are going to be times you fall.
But get up again.
Get up again and again.
But like I have done, and bob up with a smile and a laugh.
I have strongly advocated over a long time the that given the chance deaf directors and producers can be as good if not even better than many of their hearing peers.
My ethos is I will open the doors, but you have to keep them open.
It's not going to be an easy task.
We have seen some fantastic films this week, shared our knowledge, and experience, and we now need to build on this success.
I fervently request that those hearing producers and commissioners who have come tonight take the lead in this, and if we paraphrase President Obama, his quote, "Yes I can," we change to "Yes we will."
 Let the partnership begin working together.
Finally to receive this honor is a recognition not only of me but my language and culture, and I once again would like to thank Gallaudet and the WDCF committee for this award, and especially to Jane Norman who has worked tirelessly over the years of setting this up with an ideology that I share to give us the chance to show that we can do it.
But I don't want this award for me.
I want to take this award for the 30 years of work that Jane Norman has done.
We wouldn't be here without her, so a big thanks to her.
And I would finally like to say that this award isn't just for me.
But as I say, it is for Jane.
I think that Jane has been an amazing person.
I think that for Gallaudet she has been amazing.
I think that she has been a great advocate as well.
So as I say, I would like to now dedicate my award to Jane as well.
Where is Jane?
Jane?
Jane?

>> He always has been a problem.
We e-mail back and forth with witty sayings, but this time I've got one for you.
This award is yours.
And you carry it back over that pond way over to England.

>> The plane will have a job taking it back.
Thank you to everybody!
Thank you!
And this is to all of you, and it's for all of your work, too.
Thank you!

>> This is something to hang on your wall.
This is a citation that describes in detail all of the wonderful achievements that you have done.
Thank you, Terry.
(Applause)
 
>> Wow.
Charming and humble.
(Applause)
 Now our next presenter doesn't exactly need a long and lengthy introduction.
This is our 10th President of Gallaudet University, Dr. T. Alan Hurwitz.

>> Thank you, Howie.
As I am sure that you saw from the involvement of my daughter-in-law, Stacey Lawrence, film plays an important role in my family's life.
And I am very determined to give deaf cinema the recognition and support that it takes and deserves here on this campus and worldwide.
It was very appropriate for Gallaudet to host the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival because for the nearly 150 years this University has been encouraging and preserving the artwork of deaf and hard-of-hearing people, so it gives me great pleasure to be able to present this next award, the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival first's Lifetime Achievement Award.
And this award goes to an extraordinary individual who has had more adventures and successes in a lifetime that many of us will ever have.
And this person is still young, and when we show you this next film reel, I am sure you will see how much this person has accomplished.
And after watching the video, you all will know who I am talking about.
(Applause)
 
>> Please congratulate Marle  Matlin.
She wasn't able to be with us this evening due to the fact that she is currently working on a TV production.
So her dear friend Mr. Samuel Goldwyn will accept this award on her behalf.
(Applause)
 
>> I'm delighted.
On one hand I'm delighted to receive this award and pass it on to Marlee.
On the other hand, I wish that she were here, but she is working, and she keeps going, and she's doing a television show called "Celebrity Apprentice."
 And they are shooting unfortunately today and no matter how much she jumped on Mr. Trump's hair she couldn't get him to budge.
But I do know how much this means to her.
And thank you on her behalf.
Thank you very, very much.

>> Thank you.
Samuel Goldwyn's father was a pioneer within the film industry, and this multitalented gentleman develops, produces, and distributes feature films as well as documentaries.
He is currently the chairman and CEO of the Samuel Goldwyn Company.
So please give a warm welcome to Mr. Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.
(Cheers and applause)

>> Thank you, Dr. Hurwitz.
I came here this evening and was very flattered to be asked because I sincerely believe in the work and progress of deaf cinema.
And that's only reinforced by what I have seen in the last two days.
I am deeply moved.
I am grateful to be part of this experience.
Now, let's get on.

>> The award for best film that runs longer than 45 minutes.
Kamil Pansky for "Exhibit of Year 1827."

>> Gergin Simeonov for "Music is not everything."

>> Mark Wood for "Gerald."
 
>> And the winner for best narrative is --

>> "Gerald." 
(Cheers and applause)

>> Congratulations.
Beautiful job.

>> Thank you so much.
I would like to thank all of you.
I'd also like to thank my wife who has been such a supporter of me for the past five years.
Second, I would like to thank Jaun who is over here in the front.
I would like to thank God who made me who I am today as designer.
(Lion roaring)

>> Wow!
I just got chill bumps from that.
So exciting and invigorating.
The next performer is the Wild Zappers!
Oh, I'm sorry, they're performing the Wild, Wild West, Rathskellar.
(Performance)

>> She's a tough one.

>> Love ya!
Now we are ready to close our program and begin the festivities.
We're ready to party.
But we have one more person whom it's important to honor and will share a few remarks, Dr. Jane Norman.

>> Thank you.
You forgot something.
No, your shoes.

>> Oh, my!

>> Here at the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival we want to thank all of the filmmakers who submitted their film to the WorlDeaf Cinema Festival.
We received 173 films from 30 countries, and believe me you are all winners.
Keep those cameras rolling, my friends.
Believe in yourself because we believe in you.
Keep those cameras rolling.
Don't put those cameras down.
You have to keep it up, you must.
So to all of my friends, it's with great pleasure this dynamic and magical one and only the WDCF team who made this week a success.

>> Scott Carollo, associate producer and co-vice chair.
Scott, William Connell, director of this evening's program, Mary Ann, associate producer, Jane Knickerson who is in charge of the judging process, please come forward.
Where is Jane?

>> This is the core team.
You guys were tremendous members.
I would also like to invite Amy Stephenson and Julia Greenfield and is Christine here?
Amy?
And here is Julie who is responsible for the conference planning and registration.
(Cheers and applause)

>> You all did wonderful in supporting, Marcus, T-Mobile, a wonderful sponsor, Panasonic, and the list goes on so please make sure that you go to the festivities tomorrow morning.
We're going to have two discussions going on at the same time, one My Life as a Deaf Filmmaker, and a Roundtable Discussion of the Deaf Film Festival Competition.
We would also like to thank all of the people here at Gallaudet.
Now it's time to party.
Go have a great time.
(End of ceremony)
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